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Il est apparu évident qu'un certain nombre de langues de la
région, telles que l'igede, sont apparentées & 1'ensemble
tdoma. Dans cet article, ces langues sont rassemblées avec
l'idoma sous le nom d'"idomoide". La langue eloyi a &té
ajoutée d ce groupe sur une base lexicale, malgré un systéme
de classification nominale et d'accord trés élaboré. Le reste
des langues idomoides n'ont que peu ou pas de mécanisme d'ac-
cord et la majorité d'entre elles ont supprimé la distinction
singulier-pluriel pour 1'ensemble ou la quasi-totalité des
noms. Sur le plan typologique, leurs structures correspondent
asses bien a4 celles du kwa oriental trés répandu, et repré-
senteratent le prolongement oriental extréme du groupe kwa.
Des travaux lexico-statistiques avarent, jusqu'd maintenant,
suggéré avec force une telle conclusion. Le probléme a été
de s'assurer de la présence d'une distinction claire entre
le groupe tidomoide et des groupes appaventés tels que
L'edoide, le Niger-Kadouna, le Bas-Niger, et le Jukunoide.
D'autre part, un autre probléme, d'ordre général, se pose
c'est celui de savoir si la distinction entre langues kwa et
langues Bénoué—-Congo est correcte.

~.

Cet article tente d'aller au-deld de la lextco-statistique
et de présenter une série de correspondances phoniques entre
les cing Llangues idomoides. Les reconstructions du proto-
tdomoide sont comparées au proto-négritique occidental, au
proto-Bénoué—-Congo et au proto-bantou. Les sept parlers
tdoma présentés ainsti que L'eloyi, 1'igede, L'akweya et
l'etulo sont 1'objet d'analyses phonologiques distinctes.
Le systeme vocalrque de l'igede comportant dix voyelles avec
un processus d'harmonte vocalique a été testé instrumentale-—
ment et les résultats acoustiques et phonétiques sont présen-—
tés dans un tableau. Cet article se termine par un tableau
qui résume les correspondancec phoniques entre les Langues
tdomoides et les dialectes idoma.

0. INTRODUCTION

In two previous papers (Armstrong 198la and 1981b) I attempted
to use lexicostatistical methods to establish the existence of a
genetically unified Idomoid group of Kwa languages along the east-
ern border of the Kwa family. Together with Professor Jungraith-
mayr, I am also engaged in a further study comparing the Idomoid
languages with other Kwa languages to the west, using the Swadesh
100-word list. Having satisfied myself that an autonomous Idomoid
group does exist, forming the easternmost interface between the
Kwa and the Benue-Congo languages, I attempt in this article to
establish a set of sound correspondences between all or some of
these languages, hoping to begin a more strictly linguistic com-
parison between them. In addition to some attention to structural
similarities and differences, the main body of the article is con-
cerned with lexicon and comparative phonology.



94

At this stage, the attempt to reconstruct a proto-language or
proto-phonology is necessarily somewhat conjectural, beginning
with the problem of where to centre it. The stems presented in
this article were chosen for reasons internal to the Idomoid group.
Being marginal to both the Kwa and the Benue-Congo languages, the
Idomoid languages share features with both groups. Idoma itself,

a cluster of ten dialects strung out from Lafia to Obubra and Ikom,
on the Cross River, has Swadesh cognate percentages in excess of 87
percent between its members. These cognations are very obvious;
and tonally the cognate forms are at least 98 percent identical in
their citation forms, even between the Yala dialects and Otukp®d,
despite the great elaboration of the Yala (Ogoja) consonant system
and the phonologically and grammatically unique features of Yala
(ITkom) .

In this article I have not attempted a separate table of sound
correspondences for the Idoma dialects as such. For the most part
I have let either Central Idoma (Otukpd), Southern Idoma (Igwumale-
Aglla) or Yala (Ikoro) stand for the whole cluster, although the
forms for the other dialects are listed too, where I have them. I
have not listed the Western dialects, partly because my material
is still thin there and partly because in the basic vocabulary
they offer little that does not occur in either Otukpdé or Aglla.

In other words, the Idoma Dialect Cluster is here treated as the
Idoma Language for comparison with the Igede language, the Akweya-
Yatye language, the Eloyi language and the Etulo language. (For
Yatye, see Armstrong 1979). Taken together these five languages
make up the Idomoid languages, and sound correspondences between
any two of them are taken here as relevant to establishing their
unity in the linguistic-genetic sense and also in Wittgenstein's
philosophical-semantic sense.

When, as in the present case, we are attempting the classifica-
tion of a great series of languages along a border, such as the
Kwa-Benue-Congo border, that may or may not exist (see appendix)
it is well to remind ourselves what it is we are looking for. I
quote from Bloomfield (1933, p. 298): "When we say ... that a re-
semblance between two languages is due to a relationship, we mean
that these languages are later forms of a single earlier language."
"The comparative method tells us, in principle, nothing about the
acoustic shape of reconstructed forms; it identifies the phonemes
in reconstructed forms merely as recurrent units." (p.309) "The
comparative method assumes that each branch or language bears in-
dependent witness to the forms of the parent language, and that
identities or correspondences amcng the related languages reveal
features of the parent speech. This is the same thing as assuming,
firstly, that the parent community was completely uniform as to
language, and, secondly, that this parent language split suddenly
and sharply into two or more daughter communities, which lost all
contact with each other." (p.310) "The earlier students of Indo-
European did not realize that the family-tree diagram was merely
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a statement of their method;..." (p.311) "Since the comparative
method does not allow for varieties within the parent language, it
will only carry us a certain distance. Suppose, for instance, that
within the parent language there was some dialectal difference:
this dialectal difference will be reflected as an irreconcilable
difference in the related languages... Yet these cases are very
many." (pp.314,315)

Bloomfield then goes on to discuss Johannes Schmidt's "wave-
hypothesis” (1872), which offers a qualification of the family-tree
model. He also raises the problem of ancient loan words. English
"hemp" and Middle Dutch "'hannep" correspond regularly to Greek
"'kannabis". We are saved from adding the item to the lexicon of
Primitive Indo-European by Herodotus' remark that hemp was known
te the Greeks only as a foreign plant, in Thrace and Scythia. The
word is very likely of Finno-Ugric origin. (pp.318-19) As the
late Prof. Harry Hoijer put it in a lecture (I quote from memory),
"The formulae of the comparativists are a kind of algebra that ex-
presses in a systematic way what is known about the similarities
between the members of a set of related languages." (See also
Hockett (1970) for a detailed discussion of this matter.)

When Wittgenstein speaks of "family resemblances", he is trying
to explicate the notion of concept; but perhaps he would not ex-
clude the concept of a set of genetically related languages. He
says (1953: paragraph 66-7), "We see a complicated network of simi-
larities overlapping and criss-crossing: sometimes overall similar-
ities, sometimes similarities of detail". Speaking of number, he
says, "And we extend our concept of number as in spinning a thread
we twist fibre on fibre. And the strength of the thread does not
reside in the fact that some one fibre runs through its whole
length, but in the overlapping of many fibres." Of course, in
lexical comparisons we are very glad to find a fibre that runs
through the whole length of the thread. The point is that the
members of a natural family resemble each other more than they re-
semble the members of other sets. The problem is easier when
there are wide perceptual spaces between the sets. When it comes
to the subdivisions of the language families of Africa, however,
we face many subtle problems.

Etulo, Igede, Akweya and Idoma (north of Ogoja) all have the
common Eastern Kwa trait that all the verbs begin with a consonant
and all the nouns begin with a vowel (or with a nasal syllabic in
the cases of Etulo and Igbo). (Note that Niger-Kaduna, i.e. Nupe
and Co., forms an exception to this pattern.) Except for Igede
they share the further trait that very few nouns have a separate
plural form. Except for Eloyi, but Zncluding the vala dialects
and the Yatye language of Ogoja they are also typically Eastern
Kwa in having no concord systems. A study of Igede and of the
Yala (Ikom) dialect of Idoma quickly shows that the initial vowels
of the nouns are mostly old prefixes, etymologically speaking.
Today they are felt as inseparable parts of the words. Eloyi, in
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the north, and Yatye and the Yala dialects in the south have kept
consonant-initial prefixes; but it is interesting that the elabo-
rate singular-plural noun prefix system of Igede consists entirely
of vowels.

Greenberg's remarks in his Foreword to Crabb (1965) are quite
apposite here: "...most Niger-Congo affixes have two variants,
with and without initial consonant. Thus both @ and ba occur
in various languages as affixes corresponding to Bantu class 2,
the plural of the personal class. Sometimes both forms occur in
different dialects of the same language (e.g. Afusare, a Plateau
language in Nigeria); or where both prefixes and suffixes are used
both variants may occur in the same word, e.g. Kebu, a Togo lan-
guage, which has such forms as e-le-bg 'mothers', from a-le-ba..."
(Crabb 1965, ix). See also the Kagoro forms in the discussion to
No. 91 below.

Eloyi, spoken in Nasarawa, has a basic vocabulary that is 50
percent cognate with Idoma, but it preserves an elaborate system
of fourteen noun classes, each with twelve concord points. Igede
preserves the ancient Kwa ten-vowel system with five expanded
(tongue-root advanced) and five unexpanded (tongue-root retracted)
vowels with a rigid cross-height vowel harmony system. The five
unexpanded vowels clearly make up the unmarked set, since they are
86 percent of the vowels occurring in text. (I have gone through
Bergman's work closely and am in full agreement with his analysis.)

The other Idomoid languages, except Kyana, all have a seven-
vowel system some with, some without cross-height harmony. (& - O,
€ -2 -2a). It is a fair assumption that Proto-Idomoid had a ten-
vowel system, but apart from the possibility that original expanded
"A" produced /o/ in modern Eloyi, it will take a lot more study to
demonstrate the effects that the reduction to seven-vowel systems
have had on the modern languages. (See the discussion of Igede in
Section 3 below.)

In selecting or reconstructing Proto-Idomoid stems, I have often
favoured the Igede cognate reflexes where there is no obvious rea-
son to do otherwise. In addition, Igede has a four-level, register
tone system that seems ancient, since there are no contextual,
lexical or grammatical constraints on the occurrence of any of the
tones. It would be hard to specify which is the "fourth" tone.

All the other Idomoid languages have three-register systems. Ex-
cept for the very special case of Yala (Ikom), downdrift is rare
and downstep non-existent.

All the Idomoid languages make extensive use of preconsonantal,
usually homorganic nasal syllabics. In Akweya there are many
postconsonantal homorganic nasal syllabics as well as some sylla-
bics that are not homorganic. Word-final nasal syllabics also

occur in most of the Idomoid languages, usually as separate mor-
phemes. Yala (0goja) has many consonant complexes that involve
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non-syllabic, non-homorganic nasal, lateral, or "r" elements. Most
of these seem to have resulted from relatively recent contractions.
One example will do for many: Otukpd 5nzI15/é— 'male', Aglla
SnyIrd/a- 'male', Yala (Ogoja) onrod/a- 'male', vala (Ikom) dnrro/a-
'male' (with a non-syllabic, non-homorganic nasal consonant). Eloyi
has eight voiced, prenasalized consonants, but in most of these the
nasal element may become syllabic even in particular allomorphs of
the same morpheme. E.g., the different concord elements of the per-
sonal plural noun class: @pé "their"'; égé 'of', genitival marker).
We may conclude these typological observations by saying that no
Idomoid language, except Etulo, uses nasal or nasalized vowel pho-
nemes, none uses geminated consonants or fortis-lenis contrasts,
and none uses an aspirated-nonaspirated consonant contrast. With
very rare exceptions, all syllables are open. Where noun plurals are
distinguished, they always have the same tones as the singular ex-
cept in Eloyi. There the 1 /1 animal class makeseasyptematlctonal
difference in the plural in the Southern or Eloyi Mbejl dialect. In
the Northern or Eloyleekyl dialect, singular-plural tone differences
occur in several other classes as well. This feature, of course,
looks in the Benue-Congo direction. The Idomoid number systems
generally are vigesimal, with no use of subtractives. Idoma Nokwu,
in Lafia LGA, has a decimal system, like Gwari, many Plateau lan-
guages and Bantu. Eloyi has a duodecimal system which looks borrowed,
probably from some Plateau source, since it sits like a hat on top
of a decimal system. The word for 'ten' is cognate with 'ten' in
the other Idomoid languages (see No. 25 below). Counting goes
"G o4 g, W5 4 2W_ M5 3 3", "5 + 4", "ten”, "10 + 1", "“twelwve" and
then by sets of twelve. The entire Eloyi number system is concor-
dial, and the number names belong to the Eﬂgf (singular) class.

There are many interesting grammatical comparisons to be made,
but these must await another occasion. Similarly there is a great deal
more to be done in the analysis of sound correspondences. The study of
Igede, Akweya and Eloyi is far fromcomplete. Thematerials on Idoma
Nokwu and Etulo were collected in two or three hours in 1951 and 1952 res-
pectively. Bunkowske's PhD thesis on Yala (Ogoja) requires something
like the framework developed in this article for its proper interpretation.
This article should be regarded as a beginning that opens up many questions.

1. IDOMOID VOWEL CORRESPONDENCES

In the list of Proto-Idomoid roots, both the vowels and consonants
of the roots are taken into account. The consonants are sufficently
shown on the main list, butlt‘seanswell'Uademonstratethe consist-
ency of vowel correspondences separately. In writing Igede, four of
the unexpanded vowels are dotted: i, €, O, y; unexpanded /a/ is un-
marked. The expanded vowels are unmarked except the expanded, shwa-
like sound that corresponds to /a/, which is written witha cedilla,
thus: @. The macron marks the high-mid tone, and the low-mid tone is
left unmarked, following Bergman's practice. With one or two excep-
tions, the words are grouped according to the final vowel,
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Gloss 15yi fgede Btulo Akweya 1dSma (Otukpd, Aglia,
YalaOg, Yala TIkom)
father ada/mb-  adam ada ada (all dialects)
see ma ma (all dialects)
moon ovya/é-  Sya okwya Sya, 5ya, dwya, owiya
head-pad kwoka/a- ekila/e- eka, tka
bridge akwa akpa dkpa akwa, akwa, akwa/é-
three ~la {ta £ta eetad eta (all dialects)
bear, beget mpé ma ma ma (all dialects)
monkey eko ¢ka, tka, ytka, yaka/e-
bathe wOomo awa "swimming™ gwa (all dialects)
hide, skin  kwokpo/é- Tgba okpaa Skpd, dkpa, wdkpd/A-
mould mbo me ma (all dialects)
shoot, throw to da ta (all dialects)
swim to da ta td, td, td, td
come bo wari=wé ba_  bi waa, waa, waa, wa
bow kwotd/é- uda/e- kwds  pones 5t&, >ta, wdta, wita/a-
drink WO nwa ghwa gwda (all dialects)
hospitality uga igboga 3gad, 3ga, Scdgad, wdga
"guest" "guest"
two -po efa eépa épa(all dialects)
cow endo/a- ena nda €na, &na
E~ %
water embl enyi eni imény{ éﬁbkp?, ényi, venyi,yenyi
= imeny ~ényl
beans kwonze/e- aci eje eje, éze, é&je, /eje
leopard ikye/I- 1ijwo/- mgbt €je, €36, yejisa-
one ohe ée, éhe, dhe, dsé
breast kw3me /4- Eme/a-  abfe {mbé ame, ame, ame, lémé/a-
mother €né/Mbéné ininz Ene  ene é€né (all dialects)
sand dgye odoye 33e; wdje, wdje
meat, animal kdvyé/{- Tvo mbw ¢ ¢bé (all dialects)
(piece cf)
cut z§€ ci hé, 56, hé, sé
name é€nyi/- eny{/- iyT iye, iye, 1iyIi/a-
finish m} meé, mé, mé
shine (sun) ci cE, ts&, st
person ngyise inyenjye Sce/a-, stsé/a-,
Sceece/a-, 3se/a-

(In six instances /i/ of Igede = /e/. There are
counter examples, however.)



Gloss E1dyi

market rishi/-

blood énji

burn yI "be
hot"

squeeze piri

extinguish ny{

exXxtinguish

one -nyi

six (5+1) -rényd

fear (n) iyl

yam lusu/{-

back 3sd

hair (of kiany{/{-

head)

eye kiyi/é-

egg kwsshi/a-

land £51

fan-palm dad/é-

five =15

stone

breath ény3

farm; message

work

soup 3s5/8-

taboo, sacred

go s0

hand, arm kuwd /é~

ten -wd

do, make wo

(E1.

99

i
gede Etuldc Akweya Id5md (0tukpd, Aglla,
YalaOg, Yala Ikom)
ihi olihT, (4jad), rihT, isT
eyl imanjI oyI, éyf, yeyT, veyl
ry "burn" ji wi; =i
pi wy{ p{ (all dialects)
nyil, ny{f
miri mi
onyiI iny{iny{
Ironye egyi &driny &hIlT, eriiyT, erfix,
eriwi
uhi ufi, 4fi, Ufl, wisi
ija ichi ihT, isT, ihT, /isT
ighbThi, igbisi, 5kwI§h
is
Inyi Iyl inyllei InyIrefd,
inyrghd, inTrefd ("on
head")
8hi/a- ajyé éyi (all dialects)
ye, "see" (archaic)
eji akyl 3ché ayl, azi, leji/a-
eji €st  &echt ajt (all dialects)
0~ 09
d8dd, 4dé (also Igala)
irg eda EETS €h3,£13, &rwd, #ras
ejwo/a- £c3, ECa, leca/a—
lecs/a-
ght ény3, ény3
eruy ora £h3, €13
dkyrwd fkfrd  dkI113, dkdls, dkrs
5hd oh3, 313, >3,
19090 1h3, in3, rih3, 1ihd
elih> (Cf. Yor. é&wd)

ubwg/a- 3bso
iwo ighwo
ho

(Yala Ik) sG (go to do something)

M —
owa

b —
eegwi
¥y>

/y/ occurs only before /i/; /w/ possible

wo may be borrowed from Hausa wdd)

ab3, &b3,
igwé (all dialects)

yd (all dialects)

ab3, wbb5/a-

before /o/ or /a/.
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Gloss Eldyl Tgedé Et015 Akweya 1d5md (Otdkpd, Aglla,
=S Yalaog, Yala Ikom)
stab g gwu gwi, gwd t0, gwd tU, g3
dig vd WU bd, vi, bd, bl
leaf kdpd/€é- apd/a- aflig gpd, epfld, Ipd, Upu/I-
belly, ubl /i ubd/é- dbd, dwvd, Gby, i- "guts,

stomach stomach stomach bladder"
red monkey oObagu/a- &bagu/l- obagwl dbagwl, Sbagwu, >bagwl,

ebaqu
aardvark lgbuléwu S5gbdwl  Sgbdwu
goat Emi/é- emy/I- : imdbT  &wl, ewil, ytwld, yewo/é-
night utu/{- odu itfd ot (all dialects)
nose rénu/é- bl  ehgwu enwid, E&nqwd, lénd,
légwi/a-
fog kubu /é- iba ébd, évd, yébd, yébi/-
sun Snu eni ¢nd, €nd, ye&nd, yénd
yam Ldsi/{i-  Tju Tchi ihT, 1isI, ihI, /isT
tomorrow {3434 béci, Shcf, {cici, Aedel
belly epu/a- ifQ ipd, ipfd, ripd, lipd/a-
crocodile {ku gowi/~ {kpabény fkwl, {kwi, ki,
= "leopard"

cold oha Ifu ofu, ofh, ofd

2. PROTO-IDOMOID WORD STEMS

In every case the hypothetical proto-stem begins with the first
consonant. Initial vowels are nearly all prefixes, except possibly in
the case of 4d§ 'father', €né 'mother' and possibly item Nos.83 and
84. Sometimes the prefix of the proto-stem is replaced witha hyphen,
but in general the prefixes are shown because in Akweya, Etulo and most
of the Idoma dialects they are no longer felt as prefixes, but rather as
part of the word - inevery case a noun. There has been little attempt
at reconstruction because at the present stage of these studies, it has
seemed better to take a conservative form from one of the Idomoid lan-
guages as standing for the hypothetical proto-stem; and these should

all be understood as being preceded by an asterisk: ®,

The stems are listed in sets that are ordered alphabetically by
the initial consonant. Within each set they are listed in the order of
probable reliability of the proto-form. The mark ++ means that both
the consonant and the stem-vowel (or final vowel) areattested in at
least three languages. The mark + means that the consonant and vowel
are attested in two languages, and an initial E means that the form
occurs in Eloyi. In the numerical code, the numbers to the left of the
+ refer to the Eloyi, Igede, Akweya and Etulo languages. The numbers
to the right of the +refer to the number of dialects of the Idoma language
in which the form is attested. Thus the notation 3+ 4 means that the
reflexes of the proto-stemare attested in three languages of the Eloyi-
Igede-Etulo-Akweya set and in four dialects of Idoma. Tones are
usually marked only if they are consistent throughout the Idomoid
languages.
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El

Ig

Ak

Et

Ky

IdN

Ag
ot

YaOg

YaTk

PWS
PWN
BC
(W)
(CWL)
PJ
PB
CB
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ABBREVIATIONS AND SOURCES FOR FOLLOWING DATA

Northern Elovi, ﬁl5y1 Mbékyl, "Eloyi of the Rocks".
RGA. Nasarawa LGA.

Eloyi, %lsyi ﬁbéj{, "Eloyi of the Earth" (lowlands).

H. Mackay, RGA. Nasarawa LGA, Plateau State.

ngdE. Oju LGA, Benue State. R. Bergman, RGA,

ﬁgirl Obafke, égbaji 1d8kc and others.

Akwdyd or Akpa. Otukpd LGA, Benue State. RGA, Joseph
Oblete, Henry Komalo.

EtulS. Katsina Ala LGA, Benue State. RGA, the son

of the late Agyishi, the king.

Kyéné or Keana. Lafia LGA, Benue State. David R. Longley,
Inst. of Linguistics (letter), Judd.

Tdoma Nokwu, "Great Idoma". Lafia LGA, Benue State.
With Kyana = Arago. RGA.

igétﬁ. Apé LGA, Benue State. RGA and H. Mackay.
Otikpd. Otukpd LGA, Benue State. R.C. Abraham, RGA,
S. Amali and many others.

Agf13. Add LGA, Benue State. RGA and Patrick Unddgwi.
vala (Ogoja). Ogeja LGA, Cross River State.

G. Bunkowske, RGA and Cletus @n&é.

Yald (Ikom). Tkom LGA, Cross River State. RGA,

Erim O. Erim.

Proto-West Sudanic (Westermann)

Proto-Western Nigritic (Mukarovsky)

Proto-Benue-Congo (Greenberg and others)

Paul P. de Wolf (for BC)

Comparative Wordlist (of BC, by Williamson and Shimizu)
Proto-Jukunoid (PhD thesis by Shimizu)

Proto-Bantu (Meinhof and Bourgquin)

Common Bantu (Guthrie)
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1. E++ mbula 3+5 and; with 4.
(between nouns)
El mbula
Ig ba 1=

Ak ombuba (between verbs)
ot @jé; bi (3 'with, along with'
Ag mla

YaOg bala

Yalk bdla

cf. Yoruba ba, "join

person in the doing of 5.
an act"
2. E++ ©Sbagwu 3+4 red monkey
ElL obagi/a-
Ig oSbagwu
Ak  oObagwu
Ot  >bagwu
Ag  Sbagwl

YaOg dbagwu
Yalk tbagu

BC -pogu‘(W)
Tiv abagu/ibdgu

3. E++ ba 3+0; + wa

1+5 come 6.
NE1 bd
El1 bd
Ig wari = we
Et ba; kwa!
Ak  bi
Ky wa (Judd)
Ag wa
Ot waa; gaa
Agl waa
YaOg waa
Yalk wa
PWS ba, bia ”
PJ ba '
(CE. Icen bwa, ~ bwo)

(Cf. Yoruba and Igalé wa
and Yoruba b3).

4. E++ Ubl 2+2 stomach; belly

NE1 ubu/1- "belly"
El ubu/1i- "

cont.
Iyg. ubu/1- "belly"
ot ubu The anatomical stomach

(esp. of large animals)
Agl uvu = ubvu
Yalk ubu guts, bladder; viscera
BC ~-bumu "belly" (W)

BC -bgm@u (CWL)
CB -bymo "abdomen"

(systematically different from ipd)

E++ ébu 2+5 fog
NEl /ébu (no singular)
El kubi/ébu

Ak ibo
Ag ebd
ot ébud
Agl évi
YaOg yébu

valk yébu/-

PWN -buda "raincloud"

BC =bude (W)

CB (Eastern) -dymbi (with
metathesis?)

E++ bu 2+5 dig
NE1 wvd

El vi

Ig wi

Ag bu

ot bl

Agl wvu

YaOg bu

Yalk bu

PWN phuk-

PB pyka (Bourquin)
CB pyk-

+ imobud -~ éwu 1+5 goat
(see also No. 63 below)

NE1 e¢md/ émd

El Emi/€=
Ig gmy/I-
Ak imoba
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10.

Tl

cont. 11
Ag  ikpou
ot Ewld
Agl Ewu
YaOg yéwa
Yalk yewo/ewo
PWN -bddi
CB  -budaji
E+ -bd 1+2 pool
E1l kubu/ébud
ot dbd
Agl dvd
. 12
+ bi 1+2 lose, get lost;
drown
Ig bi
Ot bi
Agl bi
PWN budd- be lost,
lacking
CB bdd- get lost
13.
E+ -bwo 4+6 arm, hand
NEl kdwd/é-
El  kuiwd/é-
Ig ubws/a-
Et  ab3>5
Ak  owa
IdN ab3>
S 14.
Ag abo
Ot  abs,
Agl ab3
YaOg ab3; wdb3, upper arm
Yalk wab3/ab3
PWN -buak-
PJ bu (ku/a-)
CB -bdko
E++ ebwe 2+7 meat; animal
NEl 3Ivyé/{vyé ("animal™:
Tahds>fl/4-)
ELl kuvyé/Ivyé "a piece of
meat" ("animal”:

Tz3dshi/1-)

cont,

Ig iydé/- Cf. Igbira uye (Koelle)
Et mbw ¢

IdN Ebé

Ag £bé

ot ebé

Agl ebé

Ya0g ¢bé

Yalk ¢bé

PJ byi

Edo Benin 4&ravb:

++ c& 243 (sun) shone
Ig ci

Ak chg

Ot CE

Agl tste

Yalk st

PWN jel-

BC -yed- (CWL)

CB -yed-

E++ -cwo 2+2 wing (irregular)
El kikdwd /&~

Ig tcwo/a-

ot acéd

Yalk wbdcd/a-

Apparently an Idomoid root.

E++ ada 346 father

NE1 add/ 443 (vocative)

El 4dd /mbddd

Ig adam "my father"; adIlda
(vocative)

Ak ada

Ry ada (Judd)

IaN &da

Ag dda

ot dda

Agl 4dda

YaOg 4da

Yalk &4da/awddda (~awadi) (archaic)
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15.

l6.

17.

PWN -td, ~tata; 18.

PCJ ta; CB -taatd;

BC -tata (W)

The a- seems not to be a

prefix. The voicing of

the consonant 1s Idomeid.

E++ odu 3+6 night

NE1 Jtd/itd

El ded/1- 19.

Ig &4d/-

Ak Ttfd

IAN otd

ot otd

Agl otd

YaOg otud

Yalk otud

PWN -do (dua)

BC —-tuno (W) 20.

PJ tuk

CB =-dd

Cf. Yoruba ord, Igla odl

E++ >dd 2+3 iron-tipped
digging-stick

NE1 5>di/édd >du, personal

El  >adv/a- name

Ig odo/1i- 21.

ot  >ad

also (1) "wealth"; (2) 22

title of the kings of
otukpd

Agl dau
YaOg wddu

pPJ i-du "hoe"; CB-téma
"hoe", -dim- "cultivate"
(esp. with a hoe); CEf.
Efik, Duka (Plateau Ia)
—duk: Ekoid Bantu &-di
/a-, e-ré/bé-, E-1u1/
th-14, etc.

Idoma E.qﬁ "hoe";
Yoruba rdé, "to hoe".

E+ 8dé 1+2 fan palm
El 6dsé/é-

ot 6déd

Agl 8dé

cf. also Igala 46dé

E+ eé&ddmd 240 work (n)
El aduma/- (€ wd eéduma "he
did work". wd "make, do")
Et id5 (Etulo -d- = Idomoid -r-—.
See Nos. 48 and 103)
PWUN -tdim-; BC -tomo/(ku-/i-) (W);
CB -dimd.

"Clearly a PNC root" (CWL, II, p.308)

E++ ad 2+2 send

El 15

Ig dd "send on errand"

(Cf£. No. 105 below: eru "message")

ot td "send on errand”

Agl td "send on errand"”

(8135, "message"]

PrPlat twam (Ger.);

CcB -tum=-; "PNC" (CWL)

E+ fd 144 to roast

El 4

ot pd

Agl pfd

YaOg pd

Yalk pd

pPJ fwaP; BC -pap- (CWL)

E++ éfara 3+5 feather
(See No. 102: urury ~ urt)

E+4+ ufi 246 fear(n)

El iyt

Ig uhi

Ky 5shi

Ag ufi

Ot nfi

Agl ufi

YaOg WOfl = uhi

YaTlk wusi

PWN bhug-; BC, Plat 1b and 2:
ij-wi, fiw, u-shi etc. (CWL)



23.

24,

25.

26.

E++ g5 2+4 sew
El g5

Ig ga

ot g3

Agl g3

YaOg g3

Yalk g3

PJ koP-a

++ Gga 2+4 hospitality
Ig uga

2k  igboga "guest"

Yalk wdga

PWN -ghina; Nupe e.ga;
PJ kin; CB -geni

"stranger"

E++ 1gwd 4+6 ten

NE1 -wd

El -wd

Ig iwo

Et ighwo

Ak eegwil

Ky igwo (Judd)

IdN igwéd

Ag  igwd

ot  igwd

Agl igwd

YaOg igwéd

YaIk 1gwd

PWS (Westermann) -gqua,

E

E++ gwa 3+6 drink (nwa?)

El wé (Cf. Ekoid Bantu
(esp. Nnam and
Ekajuk): w3,
Crabb 1965,

Ig nwa p.64)

Bt ghwa

26,

27,

28.
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cont.

Ky gwa (Judd)
IaN  gwd

Ag gwé

ot gwd

Agl gwd

YaOg gwd

Yalk gwd

PCJ vwa; CB -nj-

(Cf. Guthrie's B83 (Mfinu): =-nwd.)
E++ gwa 2+5 Dbathe
NE1 wdémod

(Cf. Ekoid Bantu, Nnam woomd and
Ekajuk wuumi (Crabb 1965, p.54).)

El womo

Ig awa "swimming"

Ag gwa; taggwa "swim" (t3)
ot gwa; agwa "swimming”
Agl gwa

YaOg gwa

Yalk gwa

Y
PWS gyua; PCJ vwog; Kutep zvgh e

Igala gwa; Yoruba wt.

r

(For the Kutep form, see Ladefoged
1964, p.32. The laminagram shows
the -gh- component as strongly
Y
palatalized, hence [ivgh é)
[#] tongque-tip against lower teeth.)

N.B.: Tiv Gwé "swimming"
E+ 1+4
El SguzE/E-
Cf. 2ztma "walk"

ogwu path

"path for walking”

li-zg "journey™.

See No. 128 below.
ot S5gwu "trace" (knocked down
through high grass to mark
boundary of a farm)
Agl  Sgwu "path; way"
YaOg >gu=-5p5pl
Yalk ogwu/é-

Perhaps an Idomoid root.
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s th pivE T M 34. E++ ihi 2+5 market
e ?gwi El rishi/- (the rI, ingyI class)
Ag e Ig  ihi
Ut towa IaN  ishi
Ryl o Ag  ip{nT (ipd-,"belly",
YaOg ytgwa "inside")
Yalk yagwa/tgwa ot 61ihi (Cf. Eloyi ri-shl)
PWN -ghwéka-; BC -gwak, Yaog mind
-gwa, etc.; CB -joka Yalk 1isi/asT (plural rare)

PWS -ki (Westermann);

30, EHE gwa 235 stal ¢f. Fon axi, Edo Benin ¢ki,

El gu Ogoni (Gokana ki (Brosnahan))
Ig gwu .
Ag gws 35. + ohe 1+6 one (irregular
consonants)
O gwl Ig  6he
Agl gwo tu Ky oye (Judd)
YaOg gwo tu 18N iy
Yalk g3 A Bk
An Idomoid root? ot dd = &1 (éyi2)
31. E++ tgbuliwd  2+1 Agl Ehs
aardvark, ant-bear YaOg d&he
El ugbuléwu/- Yalk dsé
Ak 5gbSwl (The form dyé occurs only in the

northern Idoma dialects and is

o sgl sy unlikely to be related to -nyi)

32. + gbald 1+4 resemble;
imitate

\ 36. ihd 146 taboo, sacred
Ak gbllanan g 1ahis
ot gblia ot  1hd, &11h} (Cf. Yoruba &&wd)
Agl gblia Sl Ik
Yalk gbala = gblla vyaTk 1ihd

A3, =+ gbo 1+3 watch for
Ig gbé

37. E+ aje 447 earth, land

NE1 é91{/-
Ot. ghS 1l &ji/-
Agl gbd Ig eji
Yalk gbd Bt NeF

Ak fche



37,

38.

39,

cont.
Ky  Aagy¢
IdN Agyé
Ag aje
ot aje
Agl aje
YaOg ajeé
YaTlk aje 40 .
BC —-tie (W); PJ ten;
CB —-ci (~ -ce).
The voicing of the
consonant is unique to
Idomoid.
E+ ejl 345 egqg
El kwsshi/a-
Ig eji (Oju Dialect)
= er1 (Itdo
Et ol Dialect)
Ak ache
Ky ayi (Judd)
Ag ai
ot ayl
Agl azi
YaOg aji 51
Yalk leji/aji
(PNC) PWN -gila-
BC gine (CWL)
CB -gé, -gIdi, etc.
Ekoid Bantu eji/a- etc.
E+ eje 3+5 beans
NE1 kwondhe/endhe (-dh-
voiced interdental
fricative= z in
Southern Eloyi)
El  kwonze/énze
(the ku- element has
been reinterpreted
as the ku- class
prefix kwo- or
kw o- 42 .
lg  Acli/- el
Ak eje
Ky 1z¢
ot éjé

Agl

YaOg &jé
valk Aayé-jéséjeé
PWN -kun-; PJ tiK (+un RGA)

BC (ividence for Gerhardt's
diwak is not obvious,.
Kwan djek or Rukuba i-shen
would be a better starting

point. RGA); CB -kinde
E++ 1imanjI 3+5 blood
NE1l  &njl LT .. Ixd]
El enji
Et ell
Ak imanjt
Ag o1
ot oyl
Agl eyl
YaOg yeyl
Yalk vyeyl

PWN -ghid (often with ma or m
affix)

BC -zi (ma- class); CB -gida
(usually ¢l 6, ma-): PJ yin (ma-)
E egye 3+5 leopard

NE1l  lkye/ikye

El ikye/ikyé

1g ijwo

Et mgbé

Ky Egye

IdN  égye

ot e

Agl £je

YaOg (iku = "crocodile")

Yalk yeje/ajeé (plural archaic)
PWN -gwi-; BC -gwi (CWL);

PJ -kyl; CB -gue

E+ jé 2+5 know

NE1 yiitu

El vi, yiita

Ig J€ (03%) = ré (1tdd)

Ag jé

107



108

42. cont. 46. E++ tka 2+2 headpad
ot jé E1 kwoka/a-
Agl 3jé Ig eéxliase-
YaOg jé ot £ka
valk jé Agl  tka
PCJ yi; cB -jiib-, CB -kdta
—Yiji'-: .
Cf. Yoruba yé 47. E+ tka 145 monkey
"be intelligible to" £l axE74Ks
43. E+ 5j& 2+4 sand Rg %kf
NE1 Sgyt O ?ka
El dgye Agl a%é
YaOg yeka

Ak bébyé .
Yalk vyaka/eka

Ag  >it
ot 93¢ (In Edo and Niger-Kaduna groups
Ya0g wdjt (Koelle)); BC -Eama (W) ;
valk wdit PrCentJuk kaN (ka etc.)
PWN -khan- (-khyan-) 48, ++ Ukyrwg 2+4 work
ok retmga T " g gefrvd/-
Et ias
44. E+ X3 2+4 divide 2k ikrrs
El ka Ry oko (probably oka. Judd)
Ig ga Iav  4kuld
ot k3 ot k113
Agl k3 Ag ukals
YaOg k3 YaOg Ukrd
Yalk k3 valk wdk3/4-
PWN gwab- (Derivable from wdk3 + 1d37)
PrPlat (Gerhardt) kap (C£. 18 above)

CB -gab- CB -kod- "work" (vb) (N.E.Bantu)

45, E++ ikindbd> 243 tortoise
wE1  hkanibs fa- 49, E++ dikwn 3+4 crocodile
b Briafbisd NE1l 3kwh/i—
ot ikinbs Ig  gew/ ‘
Agl {xinib> Rk ikpabény

Yalk nhknnab3 /- IAaN 1kw?
ot {kwu
(The trickster in folktales, Ag Lewt

possibly a culture word) .
¥Ya0g {iku (also "leopard")



49,

50.

51

52.

53,

cont. 53.

YaIlk (yéjlenyi, "leopard
of water”)
PWN -khdin-; BC -kute
{(CWL); CB -guena (cf. gue
"leopard")
(Cognate with Yoruba gkd,
"leopard"?)

Cf. Ufia (Cross R. 2)
ki-kwt/Bd=kwl, "crocodile"

+ akwa 2+4 bridge

Ig akwa 54
Ak akpa

ot  akpa

Agl akwa

YaOg akwa

Yalk akwa/e-

+ kwy 1+4 defecate

1g kwu
ot kwi
Agl kwi
YaOg kwQ 55,
Yalk ki
E++ bSkpa 3+4 skin,
hide
El  kwdkpo/é-
Ig Ugba
Et okpaa 56,
ot  >kpa
Agl Skpéa
YaOg wbkpé

Yalk wokpa/a-

PWN -kwuba; CB -kbba
(Idomoid -kp- by contraction
and loss of V,; or perhaps
by metathesis of ¢, and Ul)

E++ Okwiva 3+6 moon

NE1 3Svya/tvya
El bvya/bvya
Ig Sya

Ak Okwya

109

cont.

14N dya
Ag Sya
ot dya
Agl dya

YaOg owya
YaTk owiya

PWN -kiul-; PWS -ki, -kiu;
PJ -kwa; CB -kdedl

E++ Aakpatl, &kpd 3+3 box; bag
El kwokpatl/a- "box"
Ig dkpa/e-
Ak ikpati
Ot  1kpatl "box":; tkpa"bag"
Agl ikpati
YaOg vyakpa ("box")
Yalk (hkpikph); (omu "bag")
£kpa in neighbouring langs.

(Culture word?)

E+  kpéfkpE- 1+2 all
El kpé €kpEyi/kpéékpEmbd

rror

ot kpemm
Agl  kpéhh = kpééé
(An Idomoid root)

E+ 115 ~ 414 444 sheep

El 115/1-

Ig  ¢kpily/i-

Et mmal3aa

Ak ikpomnmora

ot ala

Agl ala

YaOg onyEtr> "ewe" (5nyd "female")
YaIk onyigrd/e- (ewe)

(Root widely distributed in
West Africa)
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57.

58.

59.

60.

++ I1a 3+5 fire
Ig Ila
Et 013
Ak ela
Ag 5la
ot 514
Agl 314
YaOg 514

’

Yalk >la/e-

PWN -dind; BC -lilo (W);
cB -diao

++ ela 2+5 lice

Ig el3

Ak &la

Ag gla

ot tla

Agl ¢€la

YaOg €14

Yalk €la

cB -dd

+ 1t 2+2 own, have

Ig la

Ak nanan

ot 1¢

Agl 1&

cf. Yoruba ni ~ 1-

+ ela 1+4 matter;
case; word

Ig ela

ot &la

Agl €13

YaOg 1lela

Yalk 1l&la/a-

cf. Igala 5la;

Yoruba 5rd> ~ oron.

61.

62.

63.

E++ ame 445 breast (female);
milk

El kwdme /a-

Ig Eme /a-

Et abE€

Ak {mbé

IaN ame

ot ame

Agl  ame

YaOg ame

Yalk 1lEmE/a-

PWN -bil-; BC -bééde;
PJ byan (cf. Kpan a-ne etc.)

r

E+ ma 1l+6 see
NE1 ma
El ma
IdN ma
Ag ma
ot mé
Agl ma
YaCg ma
Yalk ma

PWN mon-; CB ~b6n—,’—m6n—
(Only Idomoid has ma)

E++ imobu 345 goat
{See also No.7 above)

NEL1 ema/¢éma

El Emi/¢é

Ig emy/3-

Ak imobu

Ag ukpou

ot Ewld

Agl twu

YaOg ytwa

Yalk vyewo/e-

PWN -bidi (-buadi); BC -bwoni (W);

CB -bud} (Nearly all classes 9/10;
Guthrie cites 29 languages with forms
like "m-budi.)



64l

65,

66.

67.

68.

+ mile 1+5 swallow 69.
Ig mile

Ag mulé

Ot mle

Agl mild

¥aOg mré

Yalk mlit

PWN mil—: CB -mid—, —min-
(A very close match to
Mukarovsky's PWN
reconstruction)

+ mi 1+3 finish

Ig mi

Ot me

Agl m¢

Yalk mée

PWN mal-; CB —méd-, -man-

+ miri 1+1 be

Ig miri extinguished

ot mi 0
(Ekoid Bantu lim{ with ’
metathesis)

E++ mba 345 bear,

NEl mba beget

I1g ma

Ak ma

Idoma, all dialects ma

PWN bad-; PJ mbat- Tiv mdr
(C£, Yor. om> "child", Igbo
umu "children")

E++ mba 2+4 mould (pot)

El mbo

Ig me

Idoma, all dialects ma

PJ bya; Cf. Yor. m3,“
Fulfulde mah=; Tiv maa

E++ jinina 447 mother
NEl  ¢ng (voc.), €ne/Mbene
El €né/mmbéné
Iq inina (someone else's
mother)
inam, "my mother"
Et Ene
Ak ene
Ky éne
IdN  éné
Ag éné
ot éné; éném, "my mother"
Agl éne
YaOg én¢€
Yalk €né/awéné (plural archaic)

]

PWN -nina; BC -nina; CB nina;
PJ na, va

(Igede preserves the PWN stem
intact in a specialized usage;

otherwise it matches the general

Idomoid form. The plural forms
of Eloyi and Yala (Ikcm) show
that the - is not a prefix.)

E++ Ine, ent 446 four
NE1 -ndo

El -ndo

Ig ine

Et Ene

Ak eenyil

Ky ene (probably [ene], Judd)
IdN  £nne

Ag £ne

ot gne

Agl EnE

YaOg ¢nt

Yalk ¢Ent

PWN -nan-; BC=nin,
CB -ne, -né

st o
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71. E++ -nu, -ny 3+4 bird 74. ++ -omgb€ 2+4 kola (more
El énu/enu "fowl strictly: /gpé/)

s A chicken" ¢ =
1g qcinyg/i- 1g nmé/

yny/any "fowl Ak € nme
¢ ro_ C'hj.CkEI'l" ot é r)mé
Ak diwyaru i
Ag d{gbaans Agl  énmé
ot {gbdans, ans Yaog 1énmé
(proverbial)  Yalk 1égmgbé/dnmgbé /légbé/
Agl 4gbaans (The prenasalized "gb" (or/gb/)

shows the origin of the /nm/

’ Y LY
*Ang agbaan? phoneme in other languages.)

Yalk w3Agbd nan/a-

PWN -nun-; BC -nono; 75. E++ gmgbé 3+5 kill
CB -non{ NEl  nmgbé
El nmgb €
72. E++ tna 344 cow T
e Ig nwy
El endo/e- Ak gwﬁ
19 ?“?/" (NB Idoma kwd, "die")
Et nda Ag Amd
Ky ?n? (Judd) ot vkl
Qt ?n? Agl  0md
gl E?a‘ YaOg nmo
¥a0g yena Yalk nmgbd
Yalk yana/éna -

o, i ST SIS, B measl and
BC -nak (W); PJ ndaK Idomoid. PWN ku-; CB ky- "die"
73. E++ eny 245 sun 76. + omgbd! 143 Hail! Thanks! Sorry!

NE1 5nu/Enu Et omgba

El 5nu/- IdN  nmgba

Ig enyg- ot fmnma

Ag £nd Agl fmnma

ot  £nd Agatu agba

Agl ETB‘ Cf. Igala awa!

YaOg yeEnd

Yalk y&nd 77. E+ nmgbo! 142 Good-bye!

P
(The -nu ~ n2> and the NEL omgbo':
word-shape VCV are clearly Ot nmnmdoo !
Idomoid. On the evidence

of NE1, the €- is an old
plural prefix. The more
distant relationships are
gomplex, but note Igala

6lu, Yoruba oorun, Itshekiri
and Yagba orunu (Koelle).)

Agl  dmnméoo!

(A strictly Idomoid form)



78.

e

80.

E++ engwu 245 nose 81.

NE1 réwu/dwu

El rénu/é-

Ig okwlnyi/i

Et - £bi

Ak e ngwl

Ag £nwa

ot € nwl

Agl c¢nwu

YaOg 1lénd

Yalk lenwu/a-

PWN -nwuna; P hulu

(Bourqguin) ; PJ w%
(ri-/a-)

+ 4inwg 1+4 bee

Ig Inwa

ot enwd

Agl enwd

YaOg & nwi
YaTk Ikpinwd/1nwd

[GkpS, "seed,unit"] 82.
PWN -nwo-; BC -gwodi (W);
PJ ngyuT
++ Ongya/e- 2+5 woman,

female
[5n-gya])

Ig onyan/a- [-n reflex

of CB -di, -ni and

PWN -1-]

Et oOngya/e- [Oon- "person"/

gya "female"] See No.91

Ky onya [probably
[onya ], (Judd)]

ot dny3a/a-

Agl Snya/a-

YaOg 3nya/a-
YaTk dnya/a-

CB -kd&d]l "woman", giving
-gani in Yambasa (Cameroun);
CWL pp 160, 408 Bulu -gdl

~ jal; PwWN -khal-- note
Idomoid voicing PNC stops:
e.g., bu, au, ada, ajtc.

For on- see No 91.

113

+ &ngyuld 1+5 man, male

El 5nzdnd/a- (3nzd person/3nu
"husband")

Ig 51én/a-

Et ongyulad/e-

(C£. PJ ngit "person”)

Ky ongo (probably[ongs], Judd)

Ag ScényIld/3- (5cé "person")

ot SnyIld/a-

Agl  Snyird/a-

YaOg 3dnr3>/a-

valk 3SnTrd/a-

(The combination of various elements
seems uniquely Idomoid, but note
Igbira onslu (Koelle), Oondry (Lade-
foged, Okene).) All forms are
compounded of two or even three roots:

-nyi, -ngi, oan-, -1- "person"

(See No. 91) plus =1l - ro"male" (See
No. 129 and CWL 236- 237A.) Ig 31€4h
may be contracted from sl- /T3 (tone?)

/-na2. Ky ango may be contracted from
something like the Proto-Idomoid form.

E++ ingyi 2+4 elephant

NE1l ingyi/i-

El 1ngyI/i-

1g Iny{

ot inyl (archaic)

Agl inyl (archaic)

YaOg inyi

valk inyi

PWN -ni-, -niang-; BC -ni-, -nyi-;

CB -niangd "tusk"

E++ 1manyl 4+7 water or ima—yeni ?
(C£. PJ Xmbyed.)

NEl  &mbI

El  e&mbl

1g enyI (8nyT okpunyii, "plain,

cold water"; cf. -nkp>

element of Agatu and Otukpo forms)
Et enl

iméndy = imanyl (archaic);
cf. Y&ty: manyl. Y4tyt has
consonant-initial prefixes;
Akwéya does not.
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83. cont. 84. cont.
Ky enniwj (If the Eloyi ki- is an analogic
(form collected by RGA at change, then the form inyi seems

Idoma Nokwa, 1951)
IdN indw3
(Cf. inl, "beer")

uniquely Idomoid, and the i- is
not a prefix.)

Ag inysnkpd 85. E++ enyi 3+4 name
ot eqnkpd El ényi/~
(phonetically [&nmgmkp3]) Ig e

ényl (1) gruel; B 1yT

(2) water (in compounds,
e.g. tbéényl, "fish", Ky iye
"water—-animal")

Ag iye
Agl ényl ot e
YaOg yényl aql iy
Yalk vyényil Yaty AL
PWS -lingi (+ ma) vaTk AT g
BC =-ni (+ ma) (W) S 1iyi/a
CB =-yjima PWN -ghind; BC -zina(W);
Eloyi embi seemingly CB —-gina; PJ gyin
contracted from *imanyi, _
if "m" was fortis. 86. E++ ~ 4 CE. N 3
Ccf. Yoruba omi and : ny{ 3+¢ one [Cf. o‘éi?]
Igala émI. Level tones, NE1  -ny{ - -ndhé 20G
nasalized consonant and
El - ~ -
the e-, -i vowels resemble ny{ nzé
Igede enyi. The e- is Et onyii
probably not a prefix. Ak iny{iny{

84. E++ inyi 345 hair (of Cf. Yoruba eni, Igala inyé,

W gl head) Nupe &ni, Igbira oni

=1 fedinyl /gl PJ yin; Proto—-Plateau niunp

Iq Tl (Gerhardt) - din (See No0.1l00)
Ak iyl "hair of head” g7 p44 —riny{ 4+6 six ["5 + 1"]
Ag inyed (i, "head") NE1 -rinydl

ot inyIiled El ~rinyi

Agl inyiréfd (¢fd "head") Ig Tronye

YaOg 1inyréhd "hair of head” Bt tgyf | td3, "five" + onyiI)
Yalk lnrrefd o |

eerin’y
PWN ghwild (-ghwyili) IdN  éhifrT
cB -gufda{; PJ -dzin Ag &éh11y
Nupe ényl (Mukarovsky), ot ehT1T
Itsako enyi (Koelle) Agl  erTiyl

YaOg eriiT
vYalk eriwl



87.

88,

89 .

cont.

The -ny{ root for "one"
does not otherwise occur
in any Idoma dialect.
Several Jukunoid languages
use the older root -din

in the 5 + 1 compounds
instead of ndo, the modern

word for "one". (CWL)
E++ ¢&nya 2+4 running
NE1l ¢&nya

(4 réénya "he ran";
cf. Yoruba iré "running")

Ig unye

(5 runye "he ran" (ru))
ot inya (8 kwinya)
Agl
YaOg &nya

- .
Enya

Yalk tnya
(5 kwénya (kwu))

PJ na (u-/i-), Yukuben -nya,
"Kutep -nyan.

E++ nye 3+4 1lick

El 1%

Ig plle ne

Ak nyi

ot plii ny?F

Agl plila nyt

YaOg nyE

Yalk nyg

PrCentJuk diN; PWN lam-,
liam-; CB damb-; Cf.

Yoruba and Igbo 14. PNC,
but a puzzling set
nonetheless.
1€ go with Igede plle or
with ne? For the p- see
BC (Fon, Foto, Bafu, Baf,
Wimb: e.g., pdnd etc.)
(CWL, p. 230.) The ny-
seems Idomoid.

Does Eloyi

90.

9L.

115

E+ nyf 142 be extinguished

(of fire)
El ny{
ot nyi
Agl nyi
PWN dim-, (dium); BC dim-,

lim-, etc. (CWL); CB d{m-.

PNC (CWL, p. 140). "nyi" seems
Idomoid.

oniny{ person: man

(Analysis presents many puzzles.
See discussion)
NE1  >rndhu/eé-
El énzu/e-
Ig Qninyi/a-
gnQ/a-
(person who does something,
agent directly preceding

verb. E.g., gno j33ia
"story-teller")

QnQle/angle "this person/

these persons"
Ql-/3a- (person of some
place. |harmonic]) (See
CWL 237A No. 10.)

Et HgyIsé (the -nyi root +
-sSg; see bst (see No. 1lll);
cf. PJ ngiT "person")

Ak iny&njyd/Imala (singular
has the same two roots as

in Etulo; suppletive plural
has the -1- root)

(agent (Judd))
dst (see 5s¢ below, No. 111)

Ky ino-
IdwN
ot 5ce/a-; Snyddnyt /everybody";

Snye/a- "who?"; ol-/a-
"person of..."

PWN -nintu, (-nitu); BC =-neto;

CB -ntu. Cf. Wolof nit, Fulfulde
ned 'do, Kagoro a-tydk-u/ d-nydt-bd;
Yoruba eni ~ £l-, as Elomir5
"another person". The Eloyi forms
are close to the -ntd root of CB,
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al.

92,

cont.

although startlingly
different from each other.
Idoma asé, etc. is No. 7

or 11 of CWL p. 237A.
See No. 111 below.
If =-ni, -nyi, -1-,

-n-, ngyI-, etc., are
regarded as cognate,
still they appear in a
great variety of forms.
Note also the isolated
Akweya word elofd-kpe
(Yte
cf.

= O0d-kpe "hunter”.
hunt" is chéhyt.)
also -un- in Etulo
hgyIsun-tsE "hunter"
(tsé¢ "to hunt"). The
Kagoro form has the 3si
root in the singular and
a suppletive -nyat- root
in the plural. See
Greenberg's remarks on
P-
(1965, ix) for the &a-,
-bd affixes. See also PJ
ngit, "person".

4 above and in Crabb

E++ ¢&pa 346 two
NE1 -pd ~ -pé
(concordial)
El -po ~ -pod
(concordial) ;
€pd (adj.) (the very
common i, inyI class)
Et efa
2k éépa
IaN épa
Ag tpa
ot tpa
Agl tpa

92,

931

94,

cont
YaOg tpa
Yalk ¢tpa

PWN -ball; PrPlateau fa
(Gerhardt) ; PJ pan;
CB -badi; Ekoid Bantu bal.

tpa ~ épa is Idomoid.

E++ uypu 2+5 leaf

NE1 kidpd/é-

E1  kdpd/é-

Ig @py/a-

Ak aflit (?)

Ag Icépu

ot epu (cf. upu "forest")
Agl epfu

YaOg Ipu

yalk Gpu/I-

Largely Idomoid; but note
Qloma gh3-bi/#é-b}; Edo-
Benin ébéd; Yoruba ewé; Igbo
akwukwo.

++ 1ipd 2+6 belly

Ig epu/a-

Bt ifd

IaN ipd

Ag ipd

ot ipd

agl 1ipfd

YaOg ripd

valk 1lipd/a-

PWN -pdt-; PNC -puru but

note also Plat Ib Janji,
Ribina and Buji =puru (CWL);
PCentJuk pu; CB -py "stomach,
pit of stomach" (CL 5/6).
Systematically different from
dbl (No 4 above), to which it

may be related on an older level.
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96 .

975

E++ piri 2+5 squeeze 97.
NE1 pfri

El piri

Ig pf

Ak wy{

Ag pi

ot pi

Agl pi

Yaog pi

Yalk pi

PWN pin-; BC -piri etc.
"PNC" (CWL); CB pin-,
pini. cCf. Yoruba fun,
"squeeze".

E++ pwa 2+5 hear

NE1 pwa

El pwa

Ig wo 98.
Ag po

ot pd

Agl pfd

Ky pwo (Judd) (pwoa?)

YaOg pd

Yalk pd

PJ pwog; CB -pud-.

cf. Igbira(Panda) wo
(Koelle) , Yoruba, Igala
gb3. P& and pwa seem

Idomoid.
E++ yry/a- 4+6 ear 99.
El kwilu/a-
Ig yry/a-
Et adsd
Ak ars
IdN  ikp3h3(3kpa
"cover")
Ag ah>

ot

113

cont.,

Agl als

YaOg ar>

valk wdrs/a-

PWN -thdi-, =-thd; BC -tuni (W);
cB td, tdé, tdf. "PNC" (CWL).
The distinctive Idomoid set
connects through the BC 4th

or ku/a gender (W) and the
numerous Bantu reflexes in the
classes 15 and 6, reflected in
the Eloyi, Igede and Yala (Ikom)
forms. /d/ of Etulo corresponds
to /r/ of Idomoid generally and
to -t- of PNC and CB here and
in the word for "five".

E++ ori 3+4 oil palm
NEL eri/éri

El eri/é-
Ig ori/i-
Et adee

YaOg arI = 1&r1

YaTk léri/a-

BC -leg (CWL); Ijo lugd,
Degema e-di{, Proto-Potou
4ddé (Stewart) (cited in CWL)

E++ £&ri> 4+6 five

NEL =15
El -15
Ig Iruy
Et tda
Ak EErds
IdN éh3>
Ag th3
ot £h3
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99 . ovont, 100. ticularly so in Jukunoid
Agl &13 cont‘languaqes, where there
YaOg ¢£rwd appear to be 5+1 compounds
Yalk &rus in which the second element
PWN -tsdnd? (-tédnd); is not the modern root ndo
BC-ton, i-tun, etc. but the older rooct -dinp."
"PNC" (CWL); PJ ton; Similarly the -nyi root occurs
CB -td4nd. The "1" of nowhere else in the Idoma
Eloyi and Aglla becomes dialects, and the C, appears
"r" in the word for"six". as -r-, -1-, =-y-, @, and -w-,

but never -ny-!

100. E++ ¢&riinyl 4+6 six 101, E++ ri 445 eat
("five + one") NE1l r{

NE1l -rényl El rf
El -rényd Ig ri
1g Ironye Et gyt
Et égyT ak  if

(¢da + palatalization Ky re (Judd)

;gog?ractxon of -nyi ag 14
Ak &éring Bf 55
IaN  &h{f{ri gl ro
Ag  &hilT YaOg ré
ot  thilf Talk 26
Agl isTivT PWN di-; BC di, ri, 1li (CWL);
YaOg &rIii PJ dyi; CB di- (Proto Niger-
Yalk &riwl cRugo)

See No.B86 above for the
-nyi or "one" root. Note
that in Eloyi and Aglla
the =1- of "5" becomes -r-

102. E++ wyruru ~ urud 3+5

feather (Perhaps éfura
would be a better
reconstruction.)
El kiukyere/I~ (?)

Ig  Grury/a-

in "6". (CWL) comments
(p. 432), "A number of
languages have rather

Ak Swu
obvious compounds of the Ag ST
type 3+3 or 5+1l... In some ot SET
cases the components do not Agl &rd
resemble the present-day YaOq %rG
forms for the separate valk bra/i-
numerals... This is par- Ekoid Bantu e-fid/a-, e-fir/

é*, 250 6
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E++ ukdrwd 4+5 work 104,
(See eéddma, No. 18, and
No. 48)

El  eddma/-

g dkdrwg/-

Et 1d5 (Etulo -a-
= Idomoid -r-.);

N.B.: okwd, “farm"

rk {xrrd

Ky oko (Judd)
(probably okoa)

IaN Jkd1d

ot dkr13

Agl dkdild

(Igala uk313)

Yaog dkr3

Yalk wik3/4a-

CB -kdd- "work" (vb),
whose exponents in par-
ticular languages are
-kol- and -kor-. Guthrie
says,
£i8.

a source-item that emerged

"This very localized

is presumably due to

in the north-east in the
Bantu period."
the C.S. is not as localized
thought. All it

is a prefix and a

Perhaps

ax He 105.
needs
final

the Idomeoid set as a noun.

vowel to fit into

See also the forms cited
in the commentaries to
18 and 48. The

Igala form seems borrowed.

Nos.

The etymological Igala word
is dcé (1)
(2)

simply means "work" or

"farm-work",

"message’; Yoruba is¥

"effort" but also "message,

errand". CB =-cad- "work".

11

E++ eru 3+4 farm

NE1l dtd/i-

El utu/I-

rk ora

Ig eru/-

Agl E13

Ot  th3

YaOg yér3s

Yalk ye&rd/a-

As the Benue-Congo Comparative
Wordlist shows (pp. 308-9),

there are many languages in
which the words for "work",

"farm", "message, errand",

and "send" are either homophones
or very similar in form. A
relationship between "work"

and "farm" seems likely.

The resemblance between

"farm" and "message" is more
likely due to an ancient

(CWL)
notes that PJ reconstructs

tom for both, but that the
reflexes in several languages
differ.

chance resemblance.

Similarly in Idomecid.

E+ ery 2+4 message, errand
EL 14 "send"”

Ig ery/=-

Ot  &h3

agl E13

YaOg &r>

Yalk €r5/a-

The verb "to send” is dd in

Igede and tu in the Idoma
dialects. (CWL) calls this

a PNC root, and Eloyi 15 seems
a possible cognate, especially

since it matches Aglla ¢£13.
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106.

107.

108.

E++ ori 3+4 108.
El orimdkyIl/e-
Ig ori/i-

Ak ényi (hangman's
rope)

rope

ot 0611 (umbilical

cord, hangman's
rope)

Agl orY

YaOg Ori

Yalk ori/i~
Proto-Niger-Kordofanian
(Greenberg) ; BC -dunu,

(W); PJ 4iT, A4ikK;
Ekoid Bantu -dfqgf, -1igi,
etc.; CB -df, -d{q}, -godi.
cf. also Edo (Benin) 1iri

-digi

(Melzian), Oloma gu-rigi
(Koelle), Igbo €1{1f

and many
more in Koelle. The
distinctive

(Williamson) ,

o-prefix is
for Idomoid except for
Igbira, which has -u-
instead of -i: orugba
(Koelle)

++
Ig
Ak
ot 14
Agl ré
YaOg rd
PWN dal-; CB =-dand-.
cE.

ra 2+3

]

ra
ri

buy

Yoruba ra.

E++
NE1l
El
Ig
2k  Ichi
Ky  1ishi

isu 3+7
1utha/{thd
1dsd/{s1

yam

109.

ll0.

cont.

IaN ishi

Ag ihY

ot ihi

Agl 1isi

Ya0og 1hi = ishi

Yalk mbona/isI

(C£. Ot. dnd, "pounded

yam")

PWS =ku;
PrMande (Westermann) ku;
BC -kod (i-/i-) (W); PJ

k{T, Jukun su-i; CB -kud

(Westermann) -ki,

E+ sé, ci 2+5 cut
(Consonants irregular)

NE1 dhé

El zé

Ig ci (0ju dial.);

si (Ito dial.)

Ag hy ¢

ot hé

Agl s

YaOg hé

valk sé

PWN cet-, kél-; CB -céc-,
-ked-
series of similar and synonymous

(a complex and large

or nearly synonymous forms
often with specialized meanings

like "slice", "peel", "chop".

etc.)

E+ oso> 2+3 soup, stew
(consonants irregular)

NE1 3>thd/E-

El 385/~

Ig oho/i- (plural abusive)

ot  5h3

Agl 515

YaOg 5r3



110. CB -to "gravy" (N.B.:
Sotho le-r2,
Chopi in-ro); Koelle
cites five Cameroun lan-

111,

11l2.

Venda mu-ro,

guages with ntg; Cf.

also Igala dr> (T. Miachi),
"stringy soup" and

(Edoid) Qloma o5s2 (Koelle);

Ekoid Bantu bé-rd,

bt-sd, etc.;

Apart from Qlgoma and
Igala, which latter may
be borrowed, the o-
prefix seems unique to

Idomoid.

(Jukunoid)
Kutep uton (Xoelle).

+ st 2+7 person

Et
Ak
Ky
IdN
Ag
ot
Agl

YaOg 5cEéc%A§— "person
of the world"

(See discussion in
91.)

ngyIsé

inytnjyt/Imala

» 4
ds¢
dsd
—_
Sce
Sct/a-

Stst/a—

Yalk 3Sst/a-

CB =-ci "inhabitant, person
of"; (CWL) No 7 or 11,
"man",

N.B.

-

: Idoma "man, male"
is 5nyT1d (No 81 above)
and "husband" is 3bd;

(Edoid) Qloma ashi.

No.

"male", husband".

E+ 1si1 145 back
El 6sd

Ag 1gbisi

ot 1igbIhl

112,

113,

L1,

115

121

cont.

Agl 1isi = igbisi

YaOg okwiihi

Yalk 1sil = igbIsl (obsolete)
BC -sene (W); PrYukuben-Kutep
(Jukunoid) sim.

E+ so 141 go

NE1l tho

El so

Agl fitsd (4 ntsd "he went";

ntso! "Go!")

YaIk s0 "go in order to do
something”

Note Yoruba hsd = niso "go
ahead", "precede (me)". The
initial nasal syllabic of
the Aglla form is very rare
in Idoma.

E++ £ta 446 three

NE1l -14
El -14
Ig 1ita
Et &ta
Ak eeté
IaN eétéd
Ag gta
Ot  &ta
Agl tta
YaOg tta
Yalk :td

Proto-Niger=Congo.

PWS (Westermann) tat-;
PWN -thathil; CB -tath;

PJ tat. Like most of the
languages west of them as
far as the Mande group,
the Idomecid languages
have lost Cy of the root.

++ &tdkwu 345 thigh
Ig ugbéta/é-

(N.B.: G- and é- are
expanded vowels.)

Et 1tad
Ak eta
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115.

1ll6.

117.

cont.

IdN  Atakwu

ot atakwu
Agl  atakwu
YaOg utaakwu
Yalk witakwu/a-

PWN -gwul- "shin, lower
leg”; BC PP tak "foot,
leg"”, "Widespread
throughout BC, but
probably originally
meant "thigh" rather
than "leg"." (CWL),

pP. 220, 4. Ekoid B
5-ta/a- etc. "thigh"
CB (eastern) -cék@
"calf of leg". Cf.
Yoruba it3, "thigh",
Igala uta.

E+ eta 2+@ leg, foot
El kwota/a- "foot"
("leg" is kwd1é/a-)
Ig eta/a- "leg";
epete/apate
"foot"
Bk (opu) (Cf. Ig.
n fDOt“)
(See discussion
under 115,
above)
E++ ta 345 swim
NE1l to (e tembi _ _
"he swam", embi
"water")
E1l td (témpl)
Ig da (m dawa "I
swam"; awa,
"swimming")
Ak ta
Ag ta
ot td (6 tagwa,

"he swam";

117.

118.

cont.

agwa "swimming";

gwa "bathe", No. 27)

Agl td

YaOg té&

Yalk td

No evidence for *tid outside

Idomoid, where it is,

however, well attested.

E++ O5ta, uda 3+4 bow

El kwotd/é-

Ig uda/e-

Ak imbdta

ot Sta

agl  >ta

YaOg wbdta

Yalk wbdta/a-

PNC. PWN -ta-; BC -tas (W);

PJ ta (ku-/a-); CB -ta

E++ ta, da 2+45 shoot;
throw

NE1l ta "throw"

E1l td "shoot”, "throw"

Ig da

Ag ta

ot ta

Agl ta

YaOg té&

Yalk té&

PNC; PWS -td- (Westermann);

Cf. Yor.. Igala £3a);

BC (Tiv) td, Kambari tAwi;
PJ tat; CB dac- "shoot at",
s
Etymologically there may be

"throw", "throw".
two different morphemes for
"shoot"

Cf. NE1l and El.

and for "throw".



120.

2 Byl

122

123,

E++ wi, yi 345 steal
(irregqular)

El wild

Ig yi; oyi "theft",
yoi "steal"

Ak yi

Ag wi

ot wi; uwi "theft",
wuwl "steal"

Agl yI; dyi "theft"

YaOg wuwyl "steal"

Yalk yI; wuyI/- "theft"

PNC. PWS g¥i, glia,
gyiu (Westermann) ; PWN
ghiu-; BC -zibudi (W)
"thief"; Ekoid Bantu
yd, wd, etc.; PJ gyiP;
CB -yib-, y{b-, -yib-

E++ wd 242 boil
El gl

Ig wyd

ot wd

Agl wi

PWN phul-; Yoruba hé

(intr.); Igbo i-ghu;
BC Tiv puir.

E+ owa 1+4 width, wide

El wowa

Ag lowd

ot Swd "width"

Agl 15wd "wide"

YaOg 1lud

Yalk wlla-wlla
(=wdla-wdla,

obsolete)

+ wa 1+4 flay, skin(vb)

Ig wQ

ot wa

Agl wd

123,

124,

125.

126.

123

cont.

YaOg wa

Yalk wa

PJ fwan; Yoruba bé; Igbo
{-gb3d; BC Tiv wla.

E+ awl 143 an antelope
(Maxwell's duiker)

NE1 3vi/avi Maxwell's

duiker

ot awl Maxwell's

duiker

Agl ayi "o

Yalk yawl/awl Maxwell's

duiker

E+ ya& 345 do, make, effect

(Irreqular)

El wé (o from a; y seldom
occurs except before i,
with three known exceptions.
Perhaps borrowed from
Hausa wéd.)

Ig hg

Ak  y2

Ag yé

ot vya

Agl ya

YaOg yd

Yalk ya

Ekoid Bantu yim (three cases).
No convincing comparative

items available.

E++ eyi 347 eye

NEl kayIi/éyl

El1  kdyI/éyl

Ig ehi/3a- (Cf. yg, "see")

(Ig and Ak seem to have

the a- prefix of the old

BC class 6, plural,
Eloyi has no analogue of 6

and uses the common e-, {,
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126. InyI plural class)
cont .-y ajyé (archaic)
Ky iyl
IdN  1yT
Ag eyIl
ot eyl = Tkpel
Agl eyl
YaOg IkprI; eyI "face"
YaIk eyl = ukprri/i-
PWN -yic-; BC -lito (W);
Proto-Plateau gis (Ger);
PJ giP; Ekoid Bantu
e-yfd/a-mid, ete.; CB
-y{co
127. E++ =-yi, yi 343 fire;
Burn
NE1 SyI/eyl = ey
El 2yI/e=; yI "be
hot"
Ig ry, ruila (Il3
"fire")
Ak ji "burn"
Ag vyl "burn"
ot yl "burn"
Agl ri "
(C£. Ig ry) (CE. Igbo _
-re)
cB -y{a "fire"(?) (the
reflexes clted are not
very convincing). YT,
=yI may be an Idomoid
root.
128. E+ yt 1+3 go; walk;
travel
NE1l dh€; ludhe "walking”
El zEmd "walk"; 1U-zE
"journey"”
Ak ya "walk; go about”
ot y&; ¢ye "journey"

Agl y&; &yt
%
&

YaOg y&; £ye

128
cont.

129

PWN qwia "go"; BC
-génd- (CWL); PJ yag; CB
-gend- "go, walk, travel".

Cf. Fula yah- ~ yehi. PNC
E++ -ro 3+6 male (human)
{See 81 above)

El 4nd/4- husband

Ig X rs (see 81)

Et =13 (irregq.)

Ky =o (in ongo {(Judd))
Ag =13

ot =13

Agl -rd

YaOg dnrad

Yalk -xrd

CB -démé; PJ dim, Kutep

-rom, Jukun -nu;Cf. CWL
pp. 236, 237A paragraphs
1; 1O
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3. THE PHONOLOGY OF THE IDOMOID LANGUAGES
A Synoptic View

This section 1is a statement of what is known about the phonolo-
gies of seven dialects of Idoma and the four languages that together
with Idoma constitute the Idomoid group. It is hoped that in due
course the sound correspondences between these languages and dia-
lects can be related in a systematic way to their various phonologies,
This can only be done if we have some notion of what the phonologies
are. The problem is somewhat like that of the arithmetics possible
on clocks with different faces. If we compare a 12-hour clock with
a 24-hour clock, then (beginning at 12) 3 x 3 = 9 on both clocks.
But whereas 5 x 4 = 20 on the 24-hour clock, 5 x 4 = 8 on the 12-
hour clock. The number 5 cannot have the same meaning on both
clocks. Similarly the sound '€' cannot have the same systemic
r6le in the Kyana dialect of Idoma, with only five vowels, Ehat it
does in its neighbour, Idoma Nokwu, which has seven, or in Igede,
with ten vowels all organized into a strict harmonic system.

Most of these languages have seven vowels, but-fgéﬂé'has ten,
and Kyana has evolved into a five=-vowel system which seems a rela-
tively late development.

The reliability of these phonologies is cbhviously variable.
Some were collected in three hours, others over more than thirty
years. They have all been collected by persons with linguistic
training, including a command of the tone systems of these lan-
guages. The higher level of precision that this procedure makes
possible has the additional advantage that it makes older, pre-
linguistic sources, like Koelle and Judd, more valuable.

The section closes with a tabular statement of all the sound
correspondences that have been found in this study.

3.1 PHONOLOGIES OF THE DIALECTS OF IDOMA AND OF THE IDOMOID LANGUAGES

3.1.1 Kyana or Eastern Alago. (Agwatashi? Assaiko? Awe? Obi?
Keana? East of Lafia Town, Lafia LGA, Plateau State.)

The lexical material is quoted from Mr. Longley's letter, which
is given here in full, since material from this area is very scanty
and since only a few of the words which he gives are exponents of
the items compared in this study as a whole. Mr. Longley, a member
of the Institute of Linguistics, was good enough to send me this
letter in 1970 as given belaow. There is also the old article by
Judd, which is prelinguistic but which helps to fill out the phono-
logy a bit. I refer to this dialect as Kyana (or Keana) since this
is the name of the best known town of the area and since, according
to Longley, this is where Judd worked. Mr. Longley collected the
material which follows at Obi.
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"SOME PRELIMINARY COMPARATIVE NOTES ON THE PHONOLOGY OF CENTRAL

IDCMA AND ALAGO (Eastern)

"Data on Central Idoma extracted from 'The Idoma Language'’

(R.C. Abraham).

Data on Alago (Eastern Dialect) gathered by D.R. Longley (Insti-

tute of Linguistics, Zaria).

a) TONE

Alago nouns cannot begin with a mid-tone (though verbs may).
In general, an initial mid-tone on an Idoma noun becomes high-tone

in Alago. (Mid-tone unmarked).

IDOMA
ifi
epu
aga

b
ona

bl
oce

In two exceptions to the generalization, the

becomes low.

oka

owe

ALAGO

U~ (D\ H
w o o
a o paas

U~
g
-

~
-

Ydirg!
'leaf’
laxel
'dream'

'person'

initial tone

'conversation'

'trouble'

Various other tone changes have been noted, for which no rules
have yet been postulated. Here are some examples:

My P
= =
M D

O~ U~ M\
-+ X O
L~ E=- M
~+
ma=

s
e
D~

b) SEGMENTALS

Idoma does not have § and
once) .

Alago does not have ¢

=~

YE

Us 5 O
= = 3
£+ M- M

-
<
{

M=

'name’
'mother
'yesterday'
'stick/stave'’
'fever'

'guinea-fowl'

(and in the data s only occurs
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In Alago, the voiced and voiceless bilabial and velar plosives
occur both with palatalization and without.

As a generalization, it may be said that certain segments in Idoma
morphemes tend to become palatalized in Alago. No satisfactory
rules governing the occurrence of this feature have been formulated
yet, as each attempt has led to so many exceptions as to make the
rule valueless. Therefore here the basic data only is presented.
Nouns only are considered at this point.

CHANGE IDOMA ALAGO
h to & 1hi 1si 'yam'
1héyi 184y 'year'
Shi S8 'good"
£hl £81 'present, gift'
h to vy ehi éyi 'pot!
agbdhd agbdyé 'coco-yam"
W h Y r 8 b r
f to 8 abafu abasu 'melon seeds'
5td 584 'strength'
ufl 5&% 'fear!'
f o ¥ 1fd iyd 'rat’
s to § isu 180 'river'
d to j >di sjf 'what?"
d to z Sda dza "thing'
e to i &Wo iwo 'dog'
eye lve ‘millet’
evi lvi ‘eye'
ofii 181 'water
. AL Yo
J to z eje LZE 'beans’
1jé 1Z¢€ 'guinea-fowl'
Jtoy iju 1yl 'fly!
A WA b %
J to gy £JE EQgYE 'leopard'
é,ji égy:l_ 'horn'
aje agye 'earth'
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Sjé 5gyé 'gourd-bottle'
oje Sgye 'metal’
hje lgye 'thorn'
b b I .
c to s ECE € SE 'outside'
h FoN
oCE ase 'person’
3cé 5sé 'chief'
3ca 3sa 'beniseed'
oce 3se 'illness"
. X 4
uce oSE 'language’
c to § gcd e%4 'medicine’
ipéce 1pdd{ 'the bush'
P ) ! s 1 '
C to ky ice i1kye today
LI b s
aca akya 'wing'

"It is difficult to trace any development from the above data.
If Idoma is assumed to be closer to the original form, it has not
proved possible to formulate rules as to what j and C become
in Alago in the above data. (The above data only lists changes -
apart from C , the Idoma forms remain unchanged in some morphemes.)
If Alago is assumed to be the more primary form, then é_ in Alago
becomes ¢, h, s or f in Idoma, while Yy becomes E, j_ or i,

If there are in fact any predictable rules, they must include
tone factors, as is shown by the two Idoma words €ce 'outside'
and €cg , 'woman's beads' which become in Alago &St and gkye
respectively.

The forms for 'beans', 'beer', 'guinea-fowl' and 'fat, grease'
are all distinct in Idoma, but because of the changes required by
Alago, ambiguity arises:

IDOMA ALAGO
eje 1z¢€ 'beans' (also 'tearxs'
in Alago)[In Idoma
«
'tears' are 1jé. RGA]
A . 3 4 1 1
Bje LZE beer
ije ize 'fat, grease'
1jé i7g 'guinea-fowl"

(If the unexpected tone change on guinea-fowl was to distinguish
the Alago word from that for ‘'beer', it only succeeded in making it
the same as 'fat'!)



129

In contrast to the égﬁ/égé_ pair in Idoma having different seg-
mentals in Alago, a second pair show the reverse feature: the Idoma
words iig_ 'fly' and iiﬁ_ 'rat' become in Alago iig and iﬁg
respectively.

¢) MISCELLANEOUS

1. Alago does not have any nouns starting with Uu. Most Idoma
nouns beginning with u have an initial o in Alago, e.g.
gii_ (Idoma) ééi (Alggo) 'fear'. At least one, however,
takes an initial a (ukata becomes akata 'straw hat'),
and one takes an initial i (Eig. becomes igye 'thorn'.)

2. Alago seems to be in a state of change in the pronunciation
of p . In some words, it is clearly a plosive, but in
others very many people are now using a fricative.

3. While there is a close similarity between the phonology of
the two languages, there appears to be a somewhat greater
difference in"particlesﬁ "function words" and certain areas
of grammar.

David R. Longley. October, 1970."

. Eéstern alago, or Kyana, differs sharply from Western Alago, or
Idoma Nokwl. Diagnostic is the genitival link, 'k-' (according to
Judd) , which matches the 'kZ' of Central and Southern Idoma and
contrasts with the 'g;' of its neighbours, T1dsmd Nokwa (Western
Alago) and Agatu. There is no O in Mr. Longley's material, and
€ seems to be an allophone of /¢/, with which it is is comple-
mentary distribution. € occurs only before /i/ and /u/, and
/€/ 1is never found in this position. In contrast with Tddma
Nokwl, but like the other Idoma dialects, the number system is
vigesimal. The word for 'twenty' is ikpiase , according to Judd.
This is a transparent compound of ikpiye , 'the body', and ase ,

'a person'. Judd says that counting is done on the fingers of
both hands as far as nineteen, "... but to show twenty, the hands
are made to rest on the feet." This is the only place in the

whole Idomoid group where the finger-and-toe basis of vigesimal
counting is made explicit lexically and by gesture - including the
abstract concept 'whole person', in the form 'person's body'. Nor
does this surely very ancient expression find any parallel in
Williamson and Shimizu, II, pp. 454-457. It may, however, be a
translation borrowing from Jukun. (See Shimizu 1980b p. 139.) It
remains to be said that when the alekwu ancestral masks of
Otukpd (Central Idoma) chant the traditional history, they always
mention "Okwutaci" as one of the places of residence of the Ctukpd
people. This is surely the "Agwatashi" of Eastern Alago country.
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Kyana Phonology

Longley Judd adds

t k kp
g gb d ng
ky h

dy gy [/dy/ ='j"]

sy [/sy/ ='%']

s

z [ o

m n ny
Yy W

3.1.2 Idomd Nokwi or Westerm Alago

"Great Idoma" (referred to as "Doma" in
maps.) The elders of Otukpd also refer to

is the only place that actually calls itself "Idoma".
is from a list of 86 words that I collected in late 1951,

Longley
L u
(e)
E 2
a
e 1is an allophone of /e/.
No noun begins with a
mid-tone.
No noun begins with /u/.

[so also Judd]

the lmterature and on
it as Idoma Nokwu. It
The material
after I

had been almost a year in Idoma Division studying the dialects of

Otukpé and Aglla.
ison of it with the Kyana dialect makes it

doma NokwU counts as Western Alago, but compar-

hard to see how "Alago"

holds together as a linguistic grouping distinct from the other

Idoma dialects.

(cf. Hansford, Bendor-Samuel and Stanford, p. 39.)

Idomd Nokwu Phonology

t k kp  kw
b d g gb gw
& ky i
J gy
m npo0n nmgb
s 3
| r
Y W No
No
No

1doma NGkwl and Kyana share a rule against

mid tone and a rule against starting a noun with /u/.
this, there are important differences between them.

decimal number system,
simal system. Kyana is alone in the whole

[26 consonants ]

apparent vowel harmony
noun begins on a mid tone
noun begins with /u/.

starting a noun with a
Apart from
The one has a

the other a particularly conservative vige-

Idomoid group in having
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a five-vowel system, with no o0, and e reduced to the status of
an allophone of /g/. tdoma Nokwl has two /0/'s in the name of
the language itself. It is also remarkable that Kyana and Yala
(Ikom) , the northernmost and southernmost members of the Idomoid
system should be the only speech communities to preserve the 353
~ WOkd root for 'work'. It would seem hard to make a case for re-
garding "Alago" as a linguistic category, although it is well es-
tablished in the history and geography of the area.

3.1.3 AGATD

The northernmost dialect in old Idoma Division. It borders
the south bank of the Benue River and has some communities north
of the Benue in Nasarawa. Agatu District and Ochekwu district,
speaking a similar dialect, together form the Apa L.G.A. of Benue
State. The words cited are from a list that I elicited from the
Chief of Bagaji in 1951, after I had been three months in Idoma,
and also from the 200-word first Swadesh list supplied by the Rev.
Hugh Mackay in the format of the Summer Institute of Linguistics,
in 1963. Wherever we have both collected the same word, we are in
full agreement.

Agatu Phonology
[25 consonants ]

p t k kp kw i u
b d g gb gw e o
f~hy s h £ 2
tg~c a
dz J
m nnon nm  nw e -0
| € — > - a vowel harmony
y W

3.1.4 bt&kpé or Central Dialect

It is spoken in the Present Otukpo L.G. A., which includes the

districts of Otukpd, Ogllewu, Qnyagedé, UgbOOJuEHuiAdaka- T 4
"central" only in the geographical sense. This is the dialect of
Abraham's The Idoma Language and is also the dialect in which I
have done most of my own work, including a large, 2-way dictionary
that is still on card files and that is backed up by hundreds of
pages of texts written by Mr. Isaac Ochinyabo, Mr. (now Dr.)
Samson O. O. Amali and many others. Much of this text material

is transcribed from tape-recorded chants, songs, stories and inter-
views. Otukpd Town was the headquarters of old Idoma Division, and it
remains the most important centre of commerce and communication in
Idoma country.
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Otlikpé Phonology

[27 consonants ]

t k kp  kw i u
d g gb gw e o]
f h £ o)
c & a
J e -0; € -2 - a vowel harmony
m nn n nm nw (All nasals except nw may be syllabic.)
ml 1 1 nl Kwl (nl and kwl mostly in ideophones)
|
y W ([I(syllabic)onlyfbllowinga.consonant)

3.1.5 Agli& or the Southern Dialect

. It is spoken in the }gwﬁmélg, ijﬁgbéﬁ and Aglla districts of the
AdS L.G.A. This is rather well-studied, and I have a card file of
words that differ from Qtekpé_as well as about 100 pages of text
written by Mr. Patrick Unoogwu, now the State Librarian of Benue

State, or transcribed by him and translated with his help from tape
recordings.

Agilé Phonology
[31 consonants ]

p 1 k kp kw i u
b d g gb aw e o
f S h £ o
% z
pf’ tSé 3
bv dzjz e - 0; € -5 - a vowel harmony with
some irregularities.
m n npn nm NW (All nasals except 0w may be syllabic.
ml 11 The vowel before a nasal syllabic may
be nasalized, and its double replaces
rogr the syllabic. Thus Stse M pfidn be-
comes StsEE pf§55 'the person did not
Y W .
hear it.')

(11 and xr (syllabic) only following
a consonant. The second member of the
pair is a consonant that begins the

next syllable. Soalso throughout Idomoid.)
Tt would appear that in 1l and xr the -1 and -r are reflexes

of the original Cp of the root, and the .; and x are assimila-
tions of the original Vj.
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3.1.6 Y4lad (Ogoja)

First reported in Koelle (1854), language XII, D.l1. I toock a
short wordlist in 1951 and 1000 words plus some grammatical mate-
rial in 1962 from Mr. Cletus Qnaid, who was then a student at the
University of Ibadan. This dialect has been deeply studied by
Dr. Gene Bunkowske, who wrote a PhD thesis on it in 1976. For con-
sistency's sake, I have used my own materials where possible,
piecing them out occasionally with forms from Bunkowske. Where we
have differing forms for the same word, I have given both (e.g.,
No. 29: gbré = gblér 'resemble',) This dialect is spoken in the
area encompassing @kpémﬁ ('Salt-Stream') and Okdku, near Ogoja Town.

vala (0goja) Phonology [After Bunkowske.
61 consonants ]
Simple Labialized Palatalized
p t & Kk kp (pw) Ew  kw py ty &y
b d J g gb bw  (dw) gw (gbw) by dy Jy
m n p n om mw nw my Y
f ry h w hw fy ry yy hy wy
l (1w) ly
Lateralized (alternatively) Rhoized [in the spegc?pof Mr.
pl tI &I kI kpl pr tr &r kr kpr kwr Sizgig.ggg:]OE
bl dl jlI gl gbl br dr gr gbr [The labialized con-
ml nl  nml mr nr sonants in brackets
£1 hi fr K occur only at mor-

pheme boundaries in
contracted forms. ]

i u € -—0; € -2 -a vowel harmony is rigidly
e 0 observed. Cf. 5h35h€ 'cutting' vs Aglla

0s0s€. /u/ becomes u before ¢ - o - a.

3.1.7 Yala (Tkom)

Spoken on the Cross River, about six miles downstream from Ikom.
I have collected about 1200 words, some grammatical materials and
about a dozen pages of text (Armstrong, 1968), and have published
an article on the remarkable 3-level terraced-level tone system of
this language. It is unique among the Idoma dialects in retaining
singular-plural prefixes throughout the noun system. Many of these
prefixes are consonant-initial, a feature which it shares with Yala
(Ogoja), which, however, has lost most of its separate plural forms.
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Y3ld (Ikom) Phonology

[28 consonants ]

k Kp kw i u

o ~+
w0
o

gw e o

<
)]

e -0 € -2 =a vowel harmony,

nd nmgb nw with irregularities
m nnon (may be syllabic)

I [l

r EF

y W

This concludes the Idoma dialects. Yala (Obubra) and the west-
ern Idoma dialects are not presented here because work in them is
not yet sufficiently advanced. What follows are the phonologies
of Eloyi, Igede, Etulo and Akweya, which with Yatye are the other
known languages of the Idomoid group.

3.1.8 E13y%

Spoken in eastern Nasarawa L.G.A, Plateau State, from the _Benue
River north into hill country. The southern dialect, EIQYI MbeJl
('E. of the land', i.e., the lowlands) is represented by an exten-
sive wordlist which began by rechecking Mr. Mackay's (1964) Swadesh
list of 200 words. The informant was Mr. Yahaya Qg514 Owidnd, BSc.
(Engineering) (A.B.U.). The study began w1th a shorter elicited
wordlist from the northern dialect, EIQYI Mbekyl ('E. of the rocks').
The lariguage helper was Mr.0.E.Kana, then of the Plateau- -State Ministry
of Education. He is also a graduate of A.B.U. E!oyl is a very
complex noun-class language. I have found fourteen classes, each
with twelve concord points. Williamson and Shimizu classify it as
Plateau 2. Hoffmann (1976) follows Shimizu (1974) in putting it
in the latter's "Benue" group. If this were accepted, we would
have to put the whole Idomoid group in "Benue". It will require
a lot more evidence than we have seen yet to make such a classifi-
cation plausible.

I have some grammatical material, including the concords, es-
pecially from the southern dialect. Text is limited to a few
proverbs and illustrative sentences. The deep study of this key
language is urgent.
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ﬁléy? Phono[ogy

[37 consonants]

p 1 k ky pw kw kp
d Jg g gy bw gw gb
mb nd nz nj ng ngy mbw nmgb EISy? MbékyT
f ? e (sound shifts)
v z vy S becomes th (6]
mon A z " dh [é]

I L]

nz ndh

[Interdental fricatives
Y W with tongue-tip extru-
ded about 1 cm. ]

i u e - o and € - 5 vowel harmony.
’
= o) In E. Mbékyf,lg goes with ¢ - 2
’ 4 . .
€ 2 In E. Mbejl, @ is neutral in V2

a position and rare as Vl
[/y/ occurs only before /i/ except in klya 'thing' and Xé_ vask?.

N.B.: BC ku-, a-kian 'thing(s)', PJ i-, a-kina. E kTya/ananga
(suppletive) may be borrowed, with reinterpretation of the kT-
syllable as a prefix (Ki- class). ]

[N.B.: the battery of eight prenasalized consonants of which only
traces remain in the other Idomoid languages. The nasal elements
can also nearly all occur as syllabics either in allomorphs in
particular constructions or else as dialect variants or simply in
some words, but not in others. ]

3.1.9 Igede

It is spoken in the Itoor Oju and Uwookwu districts of old Idoma
Division. Together these three dlstrlcts now form the Oju L.G.A.
of Benue State. It is also spoken in the adjacent Gabu area of
Ogoja, Cross River State, and at Yahe on the Abakaliki-Ogoja road.
The three districts correspond to what may be called "low-profile"
dlalect differences. I have collected lexical material from the
Itoo District from 1951 to the present as occa51on offered The
pr1nc1pallanguagehelpershavehﬁenbu: dbaike Ode, Mr. Ogbajl Idoko
and Mr. Egrri Obaike. Mr. Richard Bergman has studied this language
for several years at Oju. His 1971 article in JWAL summarizes his
M.A. the51s both of which I have checked over very carefully with
Mr. Iddko. oOur conclusions match very well despite the slight dia-
lect difference. The ten-vowel system has been studied instrumen-
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tally with auditory-acoustic analyses by Dr. Mona Llndau, with

Mr. fdoko, and by Mr. Nicolas Faraclas, with Mr, Obalke. They

both found the same ten vowels in the 1toc Dialect that Mr. Bergman
has reported from Oju. With his permission, I am reproducing Mr.
Faraclas's chart of vowels plotted against formant 1 and formant
2-1 frequencies. This said, it is obvious from these studies and
from Lindau (1975) that the matter of vowel harmony is a complex
phenomenon that merits a great deal of further study. Stewart's
concept of "cross-height vowel harmony" has been a very useful
first approximation, based on articulatory phonetics. The instru-
mental analysis of the acoustics of these systems has raised a lot
of gquestions that seem important for the reconstruction of proto-
systems from what one hears in many languages today. In particular,
operative ten-vowel harmonic systems are an "endangered species",
and their detailed study is a matter of urgency.

Despite the excellence of Bergman's work, in this article I
have cited only forms from my own materials for consistency's sake.
Both Bergman and I have considerable lexical material, and he has
collected some texts. I write the five expanded (with tongue-root
advanced) vowels unmarked, except for expanded @, which I write
with a cedilla because it is infrequent. The five unexpanded vow-
els (with retracted tongue-root) I write with dots, except for a,
which is very frequent.

IGEDE PHONOLOGY
[35 consonants ]

p t & k kp pw  &w  kw Py
b d J g gb bw gw by gy
m n n n nm mw nw my
Pl
rrr rw hw ry hy
y W h
i U or alternatively: expanded:
4 u iegou
e o) unexpanded:
¢ 2 feaguy
aa
N.B. The asymmetry of the Rigid cross-height vowel harmony.
vowel system. The dotted Apparent exceptions are due to old
vowels of equivalent height compoundings. The elaborate system
harmonize and likewise the of singular-plural noun-prefixes
undotted ones; but g and and verb subject and object pro-
a2 do not harmonize with each nouns is fully governed by the har-

other. monic rules.
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3.1.10 Etuls

This language is spoken at Katsina Ala and in other parts of
the Katsina Ala River valley. It is entirely surrounded by Tiv
speakers and was a part of the old Tiv Division. It is now in
the Katsina Ala L.G.A. of Benue State. I visited Katsina Ala for
one day in 1952 and collected about 120 words and morphemes from
the king's son. These are published in Armstrong (1964). Etulo
is the easternmost outlier of the Idomoid group and therefore of
the Kwa languages as a whole. The classical typological criteria
for eastern "Kwa" languages fit Etulo perfectly. Lexically it
seems quite conservative and often preserves Proto-Bantu or Proto-
Western Nigritic consonants that have shifted considerably in the
other Idomoid languages. I find that 58.6 percent of the woxds
that I have collected have obvious cognates in Central Idoma
(Otukpd) .

Etuld Phonology
[27 consonants ]
t k Ky kw kp

b d g gy gw gb i u I
f s sy ghw e o)
z
ts £ > £
dz a ]
nd ngy  ngw nmgb

The Etulo nasal vowels mostly
result from contraction with
W a following nasal or nasal
syllabic.

3.1.11 dkwéyd or AkpE

This language is spoken in the Akpa District of the Otukpd
L.G.A., Benue State. Yatye (or Ekpérf), a closely related
language, 1is spoken in Northern Ogoja, at Alifokpa, of the
Cross River State. It is reported further in Armstrong
(1881} . It is only refer¥ed to occasionally in this
study. I have worked on Akwéya as occasion offered since
1952, especially with Mr. Joseph O. Oblete and, more re-
cently, with Mr. Henry Kamalo. I have about 1200 words of
lexicon, some grammatical material and perhaps twenty
pages of text, some of it transcribed by Mr. Kamalo from
a tape-recorded interview with the Xing of Ekpg. Lexically
speaking, it differs considerably from the rest of the
Idomoid languages and seems actually closer to Igbira
than to Eloyi, for example.
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AKWEYA (AKPA) PHONOLOGY

[ 38 consonants ]

p t c k kp kw kwy
d $ g gb gw gwy OroPS

18 Lf Affricates

43 dv -
f S fy Fricatives
m g n nn n nom nw Nasals

L 11 . Laterals

r Er Trills

Y h W hy Wy Approximants

/c¢/ and /3}/ are full palatal, 'cerebral' stops with slightly
affricated offglides, without which they would be clicks.
They correspond to /ty/and /dy/ in Yatye. Spelled cy
and Jjy orthographically.

/t/. /d/, /tf/ and /dv/, /n/, /n/, and /pn/ all have dental
articulation

/t¢/ and /d3/ are articulated with the tongue-tip against the
lower teeth. I spell them c¢h and Jj orthographically.

/m/ are /n/ are voiceless or "murmured" nasals, spelled hHm
and hn.

i u

e o} No vowel harmony.

Although this display is not exhaustive, it will be seen that
the phonologies of the various Idomoid languages and dialects
differ quite a lot from each other. If we regard the Kyana and
Idoma Nokwu materials as possibly incomplete, still we must say
that the extreme range of divergence lies within the Idoma dialect
cluster: the Agatu Dialect has twenty-five consonants, and the
Yala (Ogoja) dialect has sixty-one consonants.

3.2 ABSTRACT OF VOWEL CORRESPONDENCES IN THE IDOMOID LANGUAGES

The consonants given in this table are from the Proto-Idomoid
word Stems given above and are nearly all syllable-initial. Taken
with the following vowel, they mostly represent verb or noun roots.
In the great majority of cases the second syllable, including C2—,
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of original Niger-Congo has been lost in the Idomoid languages.
This is so generally true that even where longer words actually
occur one must bear in mind the possibility of ancient compound-
ings or ancient borrowings. If reflexes of the C.- also occur
in other branches of Niger-Congo, then the case for the Ido-
moid form being original is of course strengthened. In present-
ing this table, I have so far as possible followed the format
of Shimizu (1971), pp. 84-89. The consonants are presented in
an order suggested by articulatory phonetics, beginning with
voiceless bilabial stops and moving towards the velar consonants.
Prenasalized stops or NC clusters follow the related stops. The
order is governed by the forms of Proto-Idomoid.

The stems of Proto-Idomoid may be regarded as pseudo-recon-
structions. For the most part I have simply used a conservative
form selected from one of the languages, with an eye on the more
far-flung reconstructions of Greenberg, Mukarowsky, Guthrie and
de Wolf as well as the discussions of Williamson and Shimizu.
This is a pioneer work and is not intended to be a definitive
study of the sound correspondences of the Idomoid languages. I
shall be satisfied if I have successfully demonstrated the exist-
ence of a coherent Idomoid group of languages and have provided a
useful framework for further work. I present 77 correspondences
and a corpus of 127 lexical items. This gives an average of 1.64
items per correspondence. If we group similar consonants regard-
less of the vowels that follow them and, for example, regard ba ,
bi and bu as all representing "b", then we have 30 consonants
and an average of 4.33 comparisons per consonant. In this situa-
tion, I can only echo Shimizu's words and say that,"...none of
the (77) correspondences can justly be called a "regular" sound
correspondence. However when they are taken as a set, it will be
observed that many of these sound correspondences are related to
each other and that as a whole they will constitute fairly con-
vincing evidence of the regularity of sound correspondences in
(Idomoid)". (p. 84). ‘

I have shown the vowel correspondences above (pp 97-100), but
they can also be read from this table. I have discussed vowel
harmony in various places in the study, and a great deal can be
read from the tables of lexical items. The ten-vowel system of
Igede is taken as representative of Proto-Idomoid, and indeed of
great sections of Proto-Niger-Congo.

As Jakobson (1973, p. 61 put it, "...the inseparability of
objective content and the observing subject ... are realized nowa-
days both by physicists and linguists. Nevertheless in linguistics
all necessary inferences from this compelling premise have not yet
been drawn; and, for instance, when mixing the speaker-hearer's
standpoints, investigators get into difficulties." The speaker's
main concern lies within the realm of articulatory phonetics. The
hearer's standpoint is that of acoustic phonetics. The study of
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sound correspondences in these complex systems must surely take
account of the considerable difference between these processes as
well as the differences between the phonologies of the languages
and dialects from which the sounds have been abstracted for the
sake of comparison. It might be better to consider these matters
here, but it was a wise academician who said, "The better is the
enemy of the good." These problems as well as a consideration of
a possible fortis-lenis contrast in Proto-Idomoid - or in archaic
Proto-Idomoid - will have to await another season.

CONVENTIONS USED IN THE ABSTRACT

The proto-form shows first the reconstructed consonant, followed
by a slant-bar. Then a hyphen replaces the corresponding consonants
in the natural languages. Finally there is a vowel, which may af-
fect the form of the preceding consonant and which also facilitates
comparison with the lexical items listed in the main part of the
article.

In Eloyi and Igede, Northern Eloyi and Oju dialect forms respec-
tively are occasionally shown after //.

The number of lexical items compared is listed in the column at
the extreme right. A number such as "2" or "5" does not imply that
S0 many roots are being compared from every language or dialect on
the list. It does imply that every item compared occurs in at least
one Idoma dialect and in at least one of the four other Idomoid
languages.

ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCES

No. Prid El Ig Et. Ak. Ky. Id. Ag. Ot. Agl. YaOq Yalk It.
1 p/-a " p e B - P == g P P P P 1
2 p/-i p p mal = P e p P P 1
3 p/-u P p £ F1L movm e p p  pf p P 2
4 pw/-a pw wo e mmm e o po po pfo po po 1
5 b/=a b w/b b/kw b ——= ——= W w/b w/b w/b w/b 2
6 b/-1 - b et el R b w3
i b/-u b/v b -== b m—— e b b v/bv b b 5
e bw/-e~e vy Y bw = ——- b b b b b b 1
9 bw/-o0~2 w bw b W --- b b b b b b 1
lo f/-a f —— W, e o S mme: B pE P 1
11 f£/-i y h -—— =-—=-sh === f £ f f=hi s L
12 £/-u = r ——— W mm= = f f f x r 1
13 m/-a m s G S R m m m m m 1
14 m/-¢ m m b mb m == m m m m 1
15 m/-%1- mil= === —em oo oo mul- ml- mll- mr- mil- 1
16 m/-j e m WS =EE o S e &r m s m 2



17
18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
g4
34

35

36
&1
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

48
49
50

51

kw/-a
kw/-ia
kw/-u~u
kp/-a
kp/-¢
g/-a
g/-2
gb/-a

gb/-0
gb/=u
gw/-a

gw/-0

ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCES

ny/
ngy

ny/
nzu

Ig.

m

m

ba 1-
t/d

d

Et. BAk. Ky.

=== ¢hi
n/nd n
n ny
i X
~~=  nyi
n v/
ngyi ny/
Y
-—— k
S, kp
--= kwya
--— kp
kp e
--= g
--- gbll
ghw gw
ghw gw

(Continued)

Id. Ag. Ot. Agl. YaOg Yalk
------ kp[?2)-—= === === -
-—-m m m m m m
————————— ml ml bal= bal-
E t t t t t t
a da 4 a 4d a a
——— —m= === g d e amee
-—— t -—— t - t t

1 - 4&/1d/1 =-r- d
s s c/hy h/c s/ts h/c s
______ s h s “ 1 s
T l/Ats r s
shi shi h s h~sh s
n n n n n n
n n n n n n
______ n n n n n
-—— —== === ny ny ny ny
______ ny ny ny ny
ny/ n/r ny/ ny/ ny/y ny/@ ny/w

3 1 1 31
y -y Y/ ¥ Y Y
ny
______ k k  k k k
——— eem mme kK mme mee
—————— ——= k k k k
k k =-—- k X Kk k
————————— kp kw kw kw
--- ya vya ya ya wya wiya
——= kw =-- kw kw k k
== ——= -== kp kp kp  kp
== === === kp kp T
————————— g g g g
—o= e == g g g 9
_________ gbll gbll gbra= gbala
gbla
i Wms s G0 B === gb
== === === gb gb === —--
gw gw gw/ gw gw gw  gw
ngw
gw gw gw aw  gw gw gw
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCES (Continued)

No. Prid El. Ig. Et. Ak. Ky. Id. Ag. Ot. Agl. YaOg YaIk It.
52 gw/-u g gw T e b o gw> gw gw g gw/g> 2
53 n/={.,o == ni, 0o -lp= =89- ni -== --= —-m --- 0?{ n umicsﬁﬁ]
54 h/-e /ndhé h ——— m——y y Yy {(y) h h s 1
55 hij<i sh h Sl sh h h —-——— h s 1
56 h/-»> -— g === === ——— ——— === h h h h 1
57 j/-e~e ji/nze ji/ci/j s ch/ gy/ gy 3 b i/z 3 j 4
//ndhe/y  //r i/y =z
58 j/-i  sh N x ky ch y -4 y z J 3 1
59 nmgb/-a === === flgb =-- --- nmgb gb  gmom nmam  --- --= 1
60 nmgb/-¢ --—- nm ——— QM == ——— == nm nm nm nmgb 1
61 nmgb/~o nmgb nm/nw N/ === =—— == nm nm nm nmgb 3
gw
62 ngw/-u n/w kwi &bl hgw --= -—- wooow oW on w1
'nose’
53 nmw/-g == nwa W L S e s RURY RN nwu onwu 1
64 ngy/-a --- ny GEY e e emeew 900 FY BY ny ny 1
65 0og/-i ngy hy | DEERES EEER SRERE -== ny ny ny ny 1
66 ngy/-u n 14 ngyu === ng === ny ny ny n n 1
67 1l/-a~a 1> la/lg/lg la la/ra--1 i la la la/r> la/ro 4
68 1/~¢ mme AR e Bl e e ) 1 i |
69 r/-a e T == El e e === g r v 1
70 r/=i~i r x d/gy/ j/ny/ £ === -——- 1/h r b r 4
) dee r
71 r/-o~> d/nu rws/n> d/135 r> o p S | 115/ 1/x Xkxrs/ xo—- 2
1 nraos
72 r/-u-u 1/t r d r h h h h 1 r/rw r/rus 5
73 w/=-a W wo —m— e mee W oow 4w 2
74 w/=1 w/v 4 ——— Y === - W W y wyl vi 2
75 w/—u g w m—— e b Cee e W W e S
76  y/-a wo ho — MY YR ey Yy ¥y y ¥ B
77 y/-¢  z/dh --- — Y RS R Y ¥ 4 e
8 y/-i y hi/ra  ---dy/iy y vy Y y/r y y 2
SOME SOUND SHIFTS
Eloyi and Idoma /t/ = Igede /d/
td td da "swim"
té td GEY "throw, shoot"
kwdtd/é- Sta uda/e- "bow"
dtd/i-  otd 5dd/- "night"
Eloyi /o/ = Proto-Idomoid /a/ or possibly /a/
wd gwd "drink"
wdmo

gwg "bathe"”



Eloyi /o/
&ko/ékd
kwdkpd/é-
mbo
-po

té
kwdtd /4~
wé

Eloyi su
Ssid

1dsd/1sd

Etulo /d4/
adso
adeée
eda

ids
ai

Igede
Igede /i/
cI

ol =

eny{
aci

=]
alby 4

/u/

=

[ie]

o o

5 H K
gl 2 B

o0 sl oI oH} o
ooN
£l e

~

ﬂ‘-'l

Z

/h/

)

ko]
m
o7]
o

gh{
h3
thi

(tone) VCV

si (Ito)
oniny{ "person”

[Yor. rd{, Igala 1{

=

SOME SOUND SHIFTS (CONTINUED)

Proto-Idomoid /a/ or possibly /a/

£¢kd "monkey"

kaé "skin,

hide”

ma "mould”

gEpa "two"
td "swim;
"bow"
yd "make,
Idoma si .
"back"

Ityamll

Proto-Idomoid /x/
wdrs>/a- "ear"

arT "oil-palm"

grus "five"

Ukdrwd "work™

"see" ]

shoot" (see No. 117)
do”

Ak. YaIk Agl
ars  als
ytrd €13
gxr3>  el3

g¢er3> ¢&rds ¢15
3r3 313

[Ya Og]

A A bl )
lera ela

145

ot

ah> "ear"

thy "farm"
¢h> "message"
¢h3 "five"
5h3 "soup”
ghd "termite"

Idoma VCV (13 cases) [V marking for low-mid tone,
usually left blank]

Idoma /e/ -
ct (sun)
GE

Snyddnye

iys
&jé

b

me

Idoma /o/ -~
yexrs

gxds, £15
gnd
ars
€ny3
nmd

Idomoid /y/
eyl
ya

IyT

fef
"shone"

[1] cut L

"everyone"; oSnyé "who?"

"name"
"beans"

"finish"

/o/
"farm"
"five"
"sun"
"ear"
"breath"

et 11"

eye" (Idoma)

"make" (Idoma)

(n. Eloyi); y3 (vb. Akweya)

"fear"
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APPENDIX ON THE STATUS OF KWA VS, BENUE-CONGO

Several generations of Africanist linguists have used particular
versions of what T.S. Kuhn (1969) calls a research "paradigm" (or
"disciplinary matrix") for the broad classification of the Guinea
Coast languages and the languages lying to the east and southeast
of them all the way across Africa. Greenberg's work in this para-
digm is based on the family-tree model: the main group of Guinea
Coast languages is called the "Kwa" family of the Niger-Congo stock;
and the languages to the east of them are called the "Benue-Congo"
family, which includes the Bantu languages as a demographically
very large sub-group of the Bantoid sub-group. The older form of
this paradigm regarded the Bantu languages as an independent set
and called the languages lying between Bantu and Kwa "Semi-Bantu'.
Neither the newer nor the older form of this paradigm were ever
very satisfactory, but then no scientific paradigm completely
solves all its problems. '

In recent decades a considerable crisis in classification and
analysis has developed, and the category "Kwa" has become a very
leaky boat. Similarly, Guthrie's comprehensive attempt to classify
the Bantu languages has attracted a great deal of criticism. This
paper can be read as a strong critique of both the "Kwa" and the
"Bantu" categories. We should, however, not be too hasty about
discarding Prof. Crabb's (1965) careful definition of Bantu in
terms of common innovations, and few Africanist linguists wish to
discard the family-tree model itself. It is rather a question of
altering it as knowledge of African languages increases.

The most ambitious recent attempt at an overall classification
of African languages is that of P.R. Bennett and J.P. Sterk (1977).
It fails in persuasiveness because the authors do not cite most of
their principal sources, they do not give us the actual forms that
they fed into their computer, and they base their overall classi-
fication on a very few isoglosses. This kind of argument from a
few isoglosses was rejected by the Benue-Kwa Working Group at the
Fifteenth West African Languages Congress, at the University of
Port Harcourt, 1982. The Group included Prof. Voorhceve, of the
University of Leiden, Prof. Armstrong, of the University of Ibadan,
Dr. Gerhardt, of the University of Hamburg, and Dr. Ben Elugbe, of
the University of Ibadan.

From the point of view of the Idomoid languages, the use that
Bennett and Sterk make of the isoglosses for 'head' is particularly
objectionable. On p.249 and on the map on p. 270 they make the
contrast yu (Gur) ~ du (Adamawa-Eastern) versus to (Southern)
the main criterion for the separation of North Central Niger-Congo
(NCNC) from South Central Niger-Congo (SCNC). Unfortunately these
isoglosses divide Idoma and Idomoid neatly in half. In Idoma, the
northern dialects of Otukps, Agatd and Idoma Nokwu have é.yf
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while the Eloyi language has ré-shf{/é-shi, which are surely re-
flexes of the ¥yu root. One should also note Igbo 1i.Si. On the
other hand, the *to root is reflected in Southern Idomoid in
Akwéya e.tfl, Yatye '§.TyG,Igede -8jU, Aglla e.fd, vala le.fd,
etc. It is precisely because of thIE_aivided etymology that I have
not included 'head' in the comparative wordlists.

On p. 253 Bennett and Sterk speak of "a strong border between
Western SCNC and Eastern SCNC." But on the evidence of their own
statistics, Ewe is lexically closer to Idoma than it is to Asante.
My own Swadesh count shows this even more strongly. (Armstrong
1981, p. 17 and work in progress.)

All of this need not disturb us too much. As Sir Francis Bacon
said in the Novum Orgenum (II, para. 19), "Truth emerges more
readily from error than from confusion." Pending the arrival of
a fresh paradigm, I prefer to hold onto the old one: Kwa vs.
Benue-Congec. It at least has the deictic virtue of giving us es-
tablished lists of languages to talk about while we expand and
re-arrange our comparisons.
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